4 


IlNEWAND  EASY  METHOD 

’  G  -F  G  I  V  I  N  G 

MERC  U  R  Y, 

‘  TO  THOSE  A'FTECTED  WITH  THE 

iVENEREAL  DISEASE. 

>  ' 

j  T  O  W-H  I  C  H  I  S  A  NN  E  X  E  D 

I  A  New  Theory  af  the  Action  of  this 
Metal  on  the  Salivary  Glands. 

TTanllated  from  the  Latin  of 

JosEPn  James  Plenck,  Profefibr  of 
Surgery  and  Midwifery,  at  Vienna. 

I  THE  THIRD  EDITION. 

T  O  WH  I  'X  H  I  S  P  R  E  F  I  X  E  D  , 

A  Xa  bc  e,  exhibiting,  at  one  View,  ail  the  Pr  e¬ 
parations  of  M  £  R  c  u  R  Y,  reduced  under 
proper  Heads. 

WITH 

An  Appendix  of  Remarks  on  Mr.  Plenck:  ;  together  with 
fome  Experiments  and  Obfervations  which  afeertain 
with  more  Accuracy  a  fteady  and  uniform  Method  of 
giving  his  Medicine;  and  a  fhon  and  eafy  Method  of 
prepariijg  the  Mercurius  Calcinatus. 

By  william  SAUNDERS,  M.D, 

Physician  to  Guy’s  Hospital. 

Principium  dulce  eft,  fed  Hnis  amoris  amarus, 

Lseta  venire  Venus,  triflis  abire  folet,  'Ovid*, 

L-O  N  D  O  N: 

Printed  for  E.  and  C.  Dilly,  in  the  Poultry;  and 
Sold  by  Kincaid  and  Creech,  Edinburgh. 

MOCCLXXII. 


i. 


*  ? 


k 


\: 


-4. 


S  .  -i. 


*?■ 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2019  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30789643 


,  Exhfbitiilg,  at  One  Vie\v,  - 

All  the  Preparatwns  ^Mercury, 
reduced  under  proper  Heads y  and  taken 
from  Dr.  S  a  u  n  d  e  r  s’s  Syllabus 
(f  Chemiftry,  printed  for  the  Ufe  of 
fuch  Pupils  as  attend  .Lectures 
on  that  Bubje5ifm  \j0^j>q>:^,. 
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A.  Crude.  ^  iA  - 

Hydrargyrus  purificatas  E..  ho  a  , 

B.  in  Vapour. 

Mercurius  ad  fufFumigia 

C.  Triturated. 

A  3 


«  » 


a.  alone. 


{  J 

a.  alone. 

‘  Tragea  Keyferi 

b.  with  Honey. 

Piluiae  Mercuriales  £.  1744. 

c.  with  Balfam. 

PilulsB  Mercuriales  L, 

<r  _ 

Unguentum  caeruleum  fortius  et  mitius  L,  E, 
Emplaflxum  commune  cum  Mercurio  L, 

Mercuriale  E. 

Ceratum  Mercuriale  L. 

d.  with  Refin. 

\ 

Pilulae  Mercuriales  E. 

.^thiopicae  E. 

c.  with  Gum. 

Solutio  Mercurialis  Plenck, 

f.  with  Suet. 

5 

Unguentum  Mercuriale  Eo 

g.  with  Abforbents. 

Mercurius' alcalifatus 

r 

*■'*  *•  >,  r-  .  t  . 

h.  with  Sugar. 

1 

Mercurius  faccharatus  £.  - 

i.  with 


L  with  Sulphur# 

^thiops  mineralis  L.  E. 

antimonialis  Ph.  Paup# 

D,  Sublimed  with  Sulphur^ 

Cinnabaris  faftitiavL» 

• - — antimonii  j  - 

E,  Calcined.  * 

9 

a,  alone. 

Mercurius  calcihatus  Jj. 

■ . — — pracipitatus  per  fe 

b.  with  Gold." 

Mercurius  prsecipitatus  folaris  Aftruc; 

F,  Rendered'  faline# 

a.  by  Vitriolic  Acidi. 

Mercurius  emeticus  flavus  I/.- 

i 

Mercurius  prcecipitatus  Jiavus  Ev 
Turpethum  minerale  £•= 

b.  by  Nitrous  Acid.- 

Solutio  Mercurii  E*- 


Galx-Mercurii  E.. 


vi  1 

c. .  by  Muriatic  Acid., 

Mercurius  fublimatus-corrofivus  L.  E; 

.  #• »  ,  •  ••* 

- - - —  praecfpitatus  albus  Boerb. 

Aqua  a'laminofa  E.  ' 

7’  ' 

..  , , ,  phaged^nica  E. 

Mercurius  violaceus  diaphoreticus  Aftruc, 

Imiores Mrnmoniacq  Mercuriales 

Solutio  Mercurii  per  deliquium  AftruCo/ 

d.  by  Vegetable  Acid., 

Mercurius  tartarifatus. 

Pilulas  K^eiferi 

V  . 

V*  * 

G.  Saline  Preparations  qorre^led» 
a.  -Rendered  mild;.  . 

A  « 

aa,  by  abftradling  Acid, 

aaa.  by  CalGination. 

Mercurius  corrofivus  ruber  L. 

— —  —  caklndtm  E. 

— - pracipiiatus  ruher  E» 

bbb.  by  Attradion, 

c 

aaaa.  of  Water. 

Pulvis  Principis  Lewis 


bbbb.  of 
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I)bbb'.  of  Alchohol. 

Mercurius  corallinus  L. 

Panacsea  Mercurii  E,  1744 

€cec.  of  Water  and  Alcoholv 

Arcanum  corallinum  Lewis 
Panacaea  Mercurii  rubra  Lewis^^ 

dddd.  df  Camphire.» 

Pilulae  e  turpetho  min.  Ph;  Paup.  E. 

ccc.  by  Attraftion  and  Precipitation^ 

^  aaaa,  of  fixed  Alkali. 

Mercurius  praecipitatus  fufcus  E«  1744« 

febbb.  of  Volatile  Alkali, 

Mercuriur  praecipitatus  albus  E. 

cccc.  of  fixed  and  VoL  Alkali.' 

Mercurius  praecipitatus  albus  t. 
Unguentum  e  Mercurio  praecipitato  L, 

dddd.  of  Volatile  Alkali  and  Copper.^ 

Mercurius  praecipitatus  viridis 

bb*  by  Addition  of  Mercury. 

Mercurius  fublimatus  dulcis  L.  E.* 


A'  4- 


calotmlaSi 


yiii  ■} 

lalomehs  *  ^  ^ 

»  4.  -*  A  ^  ^  *  'A 

Aquila  Alba 

**  ;  4 

cc.  by  Addition  of  Unguent.. 

Unguentum  citrinum  Ev 

b.  rendered  acrid  or  kept  fo. 

aa.  by  redilTolving  prsecipitatei. 

.  J 

Mercurius  prseclpitatus  folutus 

bb.  by  Addition  of  Acid. 

Solutio  fublimati  Gum  fpir.  falis  ^ 

cc.  by  fufpending  witb  an*  ammo- 
niacal  Salt.. 

ST- 

Mercurius  corrofivus  nitrofus 

Ward's  white  Drop, 

1 

Mercurius  corrofivus  muriaticus, 
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A  U  T  H  O  R’s 


P  R  E  F  A  C  E. 


F^)s(^’3  Imagine  it  will  feeni* 

^  T  ^  1  r  1 

M  I  wonderful  to  many, 

that  quickfilver,  a 
metal  next  to  gold  in  fpecific 
gravity,  can  admit  of  an  entire 
union  with  a  vegetable  gum, 
fo  as  not  to  be  barely  mixed 
with  it,  but  to  be  fo  thorough¬ 
ly  extinguifhed  by  it,  and  fo^ 
firmly  attached  to  it,  as  for 
both,  to.  remain  together  for 

LJ! 

ioniQ: 

*V 


/ 


L  ^  ] 

fome  time  fufpended  in  water, 
and  when  a  fediment  takes 
place,  both  to  fall  down  to¬ 
gether,  and  never  to  feparate. 
That  this  is  really  the 
cafe,  appears  from  a  very 
fimple  experiment,  and  the 
more  fimple  an  experiment 
is,  it  becomes  the  more  ob- 
vious,  and  the  lefs’ fnbje^l  to 

Experiments  of  whatever 
kind  are  of  themfelves  ufeful  r 

k 

for  although  they  may  bring 
BO  other  advantage,,  yet  they' 
free  the  mind.  from-,  preju¬ 
dices  ",  they  alucidate  what 
would  otherwife  be  obfcure 
they  diftinguhh.  doubt;  from* 

eertainty ;; 


[  ] 

*  » 

I  cer  tai  nty ' ;  tkey  -  reft  rain  -  -  th  e 
!  licentioufnefs  oF  ftcftion ;  tKey 
give  entertainment  from  the 
variety  of  phoenomena  they 
exhibit  I  they  excite  the  mincl 
to  farther  tryals ;  and  laft^of 
all,  they  extend  the  limits  of 
fcience.  -■  ■  ■’  ■ 

'  ■-  But  much  more  tfefnl  are' 
fuch  experiments,  which/  be- 
fides  amuftng  the  learned,  re- 
dound  in  a  public  manner  to 
the  good  of  our  fellow-citi¬ 
zens.  Experiments  either  me¬ 
dical,  ehirurgical,  or  oecono,- 
mical,  have  Ghiefly  this  eftedl. 

Our  experiments  here  arc; 
of  fuch  a  nature,,  which  al¬ 
though  '  they  may  of  them- 

feiyes> 


[  ] 

ielves  be  curiaus,.*  yet  ^  tbat  a- 
lone  would  never  'fiayeijmpel- 
led  me  to  write,  if  I  had  not 
found  from  a  variety  of  tryals, 
that  their  ufe  was  very  exten- 
five^  While  indeed  I  fawy 
front  repeated  obfervations,, 
that  a  very  mild  and.  inno- 
cent  remedy  could  be  pre- 
pared  from  Mercury,  fubdued 

by  vegetable  gum ;  .when,- 

befidesy  I  perceived,  -that  it 
was  ver\r  ufeful  to-  thofe  af- 
feded  with  the,  venereal  dif. 
eafe,.  and;  therefore  that;  it; 
was  a  medicine  of  fo  great 
efficacy  in.  thofe;  cafes  ;;  If 
thought  I  ffiould’  be.  want- 


mg  .m;  my  auty^.as  a,memp 

ber: 


[  ] 

( 

her  to  fociety,  if  I  delayed 
the  publication  of  them  any 
longer.  - 

.  As  I  am  by  no  means  rich, 
I  might  -have  confulted  my 
own  advantage  more,  1  might 
have  made  ufe  of  a  fordid 
prudence,  by  keeping  it  as  a 
fecret,  and  then  perhaps  it 
would  have  been  more  pro- 
htable.  I  might  have  follow- 
-ed  the  well-known  example 
of  Keiser,  who  has  become 
rich  by  concealing  the  com- 
pojfition  of  his  pills,  though 
lefs  ^efficacious;  or  of  He-» 
rensWand,  Langhans  ILL, 
and  other  fuch  illuftrious 
quacks,  and  thus  have  pri- 
^  vately 


vateljr  b  lauglied  in  my .  owii 

«r 

fleeve;  -  -‘Biit  d  always  detefted 
fuch  unworthy  practices, .and  I 
, will; continue  to  defpiie  them, 
as  long  as  I  live  j  i  know  well 
that  we  are  religioufly  bound 
to  aflift  one  another  as  far  as 
lays  in  our  power*.  ' 

Neither  the  heathens,  or 
barbarians,  are  fo  deftitute  of 
humanity  as  to  forget  the  ob¬ 
ligation  of  doing  good,  to 

which  by  the  law  of  nature 
we  are  bound.  How  much 

*  I  Pet.  chap.  iv.  ver.  8,  lo.  And  above  all 
things  have  fervent  charity  among  yourfelves : 
for  charity  lhall  cover  the  multitude  of  fins. 
As  every  man  hath  received  the  gift,  even 
fo  minifter  the  fame  one  to  another,  as  good 
Rewards  of  the  manifold  grace  of  God.  * 

afhamed 


[  XV  ] 

aftiamed  would  tho  fordid 

venders  of  thefe  Arcana  be, 

if  they  were  expofed  to  the 

public  view  of  the  old  Afly- 

rians  or  Babylonians,  among 

whom  there  was  a  law,  that 

no  perfon  fhould  pafs  by  the 

lick  without  communicating 

what  remedies  he  was  ac- 

» 

quainted  with  for  their  relief, 
and  that  without  either  fee  or 
reward. 

The  conftitution  of  phylic 
at  Vienna  is  in  this  refped:  well 
regulated,  and  this  we  owe  to 
the  wife  councils  of  the  noble 
L.  B.  Van  Swieten,  who  em¬ 
ploys  his  whole  attention,  and 
bellows  great  labour  in  en- 

.  larging 


i 
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limits  of  modiciiie, 
efpecially  of  what  relates  to 
the  pra<3:ice  :  »  his  attention 
wholly  confifts^  in  ’  this, ;  that 
the  nioft  efficacious  and  cer¬ 
tain  fetnedieS  may  berdaily 
found  out  for  the  benefit  and 
advantage,  of  >  the- ,  'unhappy 
iick,i  and'  likewife,  in-  totally 
baniffiiiig  quacks,-’  mounte¬ 
banks,.  arid  the  avaritious  ven¬ 
ders  of  arcana;  while,  in  the 
rheah  time  at  Paris,  London, 
and  in  other  large  cities,  that 
race  of  men  are  with  impu¬ 
nity  tolerated,  to  the  common 
prejudice  of  mankind,  and  the 
reproach  of  phyfic  :  ■ 

7  One 


[  ] 

One  wife  refolution  of  this 

* 

eminent  man,  is,  that  if  any 
remedy  be  fufficiently  recom¬ 
mended  for  its  great  utility, 
it  is  immediately  publifhed ' 
for  the  general  good ;  for  cer¬ 
tainly  the  private  advantage  of-^ 
one  or  two  perfons  is  not  to 
be  preferred  to  the  common 
good  of  our  fellow-citizens. 

O 

That  this  is  the  fixed  and 
ftated  opinion  of  this  great  man 
will  appear  evidently  from 
what  he  has  written,  formerly 
on  the  fubject  of  the  cancer*, 

and 

^  Seft.  509.  Comment.  T.  i.  p,  901.  Forte 
tamen  et  inde  aliqua  fpes  efFulget,  non  penitus 
impoffibiiem  efie  cancri  feparationem  a  par- 
til>u3  fanis ;  licet  Hadlenus  ignoretur,  qua 
methodo,  quibufve  remediis,  hoc  fieri  poffit» 

B  Qiiam 
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and ,  lately  on  other  liib- 
jcds 

The  condud;  of  the  cele- 

<1 

brated  Stoerck  ought  to  be 
impreffed  on  our  minds,  as  an 
example  and  incitement  to 
all,  who  being  fortunate  in 
his  difcoveries,  has  early  ap¬ 
plied  them  for  the  benefit  of 
> 

Qiiam  felix  ille  qui  hoc  inveniret?  quanta 
poena  dignus,  qui  inventum  celaret,  turpis 
lucri  caufa  ?  ‘  ‘ 


tT.IV.§i37i.p.  729.  Sed  quifque  novit, 
arcanorum  venditoribus  non  femper  haben¬ 
dam  elTe  fidem.  Ingenuum  decet,  ut  generis 
humani  utilitatem  lucro  magis  asflimet.  Sed 
auri  facra  fames  faepe  aliud  fuadet;  nunquam 
me  poenituit,  candide  communicaflTe  omnibus 
fi  quid  in  arte  utile  novlffcm,  nec  p^enitebit, 
certus  fum  illo  tempore. 


(C 


dum  numina  nobis 


‘  Mors  inflans  majora  facit. 


fociety, 


[  xix  ] 

fociety,  putting  , little  vdue 
upon  them,  if  they  were  not 
made  publickly  ufefiil. 

While  I  revolved  all  thele 
confiderations  in  my  •  own 
mind,  while  I  had  fo  many 
glorious  examples  before  me, 
while  befides  I  -  thought  that 
it  was  the  bufinefs  of  an  honeft 
and  ingenuous  man,  if  poffible; 
to  beftow  his  labours  on  what 
is  of  general  utility,  I  found 
myfelf  under  the  neceffity  to 
communicate  to  the  public 
this  new  and  eafy  method  of 
giving  Mercury  to  venereal 
patients  in  the  manner  I 
learned  from  experience. 

B  2 


Nor 
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Nor  do  I  this  from  any 
profped:  of  gain  ;  the  farther 
fuccefs  of  this  method,  and 
the  great  relief  it  may  give  to 
my  neighbours,  will  afford 
me  fufficient  reward. 

Nor  do  I  fear  the  cenfures 
of  the  envious,  fince  many 
eminent  authors  have  met  with 
fuch  treatment  for  their  good 
offices  to  mankind,  though 
they  refolutely  withftood  the 
Handers  of  envy. 

Quae  videt  ingratos,  intabefcitque  videndo 
Succeffus  hominum,  carpitque  et  carpitur  una 
Suppliciumque  fuum  eft. 

OviD,  Metam,  Lib.  IL 


A  NEW 


A 

NEW  and  EASY  METHOD 

»  r 

O  F 

Giving  Mercury  to  thofe 
labouring  under  the  V  e- 

O 

^  NEREAL  Disease. 

i 

C  H  A  P.  I. 

*The  Origin  of  this  Method. 

O  M  E  months  ago,  when  1 
)g(  5g(  had  occauon  to  write  a  book, 

k.)6C)e(jMl  in  which  I  undertook  to  de- 

I  (  ; 

fend  the  efficacy  of  the  Corrofive 
Sublimate  in  the  cure  of  the  Vene- 

B  3  real 
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real  Difeafe^  that  I  might  enquire 
;  into  the  caufe  by  which  Mercury 
more  erpeeially  ad:ed  on  the  falivary 

V 

glands,  I  converfed  upon 'the  fubjedt 
with  Philippus  Ambrosius  Mar- 
HERR,  a  very  eminent  phyfician,  and 
my  particular  friend,  who  with  his 
ufual  candour,  told  me,  that  as  yet 
no  juft  account  of  that  phienomenon 
was  given  j  —  that  many  hypothefes 
had  been  thought  of  by  a  variety  of 
authors,  but  that  none  of  them  was 
"fufticiently  accurate that  the  Very 
plaufible  opinion  o‘f  Dr.  Pitcairn,, 
who  feemed  to  many  to  have  hit  upon 
the  thing,  in  attributing  it  to  the 
fpecific  gravity  of  the  Mercury,  was 
fo  fully  refuted  by  (*)  §  Van  Swie- 
TEN,  that  nothing  more  remained 
to  be  offered  for  its  defence  j  in  the 

(*}  §  C.T.  I.  P.  207. 


•mean 


[31*] 

mean  time  it  feemed  probable,  to  hiti^, 
that  Mercury  had  a  greater  afEnity 
with  the  faliva  and  mucus,  than  with 
any  of  the  other  fluids  of  our  body, 
and  that  therefore  the  mouth  and 
throat  were  chiefly  afteded  by  it. 
— — —This  difcerning  man  likewife 
added,  that  he  had  feen  a  fmall  quan¬ 
tity  of  Mercury  by  trituration  difap- 
pear  in  the  faliva,  but  that  it  was  ftiil 
probable,  there  was  a  greater  affinity 
between  Mercury  and  mucus  i  for 
Mercury  not  only  runs  to  the  falivary 
glands,,  but  likewife  to  the  mucous 
ones,  and  befldes,  that  the  more  vifcid 

a 

mucus  was  much  fitter  for  retaining 
it  than  the  thinner  fluid  the  faliva  ; 
and  obferved,  that  an  experiment 
might  be  made  to  determine  this  mat¬ 
ter  with  certainty,  which  has  hitherto 
been  negleded  on  account  of  its  fim- 
v  B  4  plicity: 


^  f  ^2  J 

plicity :  a  very  frequent  caufe,  why 
many  things  remain  concealed  which 
might  otherwife  be  cafily  known. 

This  opinion  of  my  very  judicious 
friend  fo  pleafed  me,  that  I  deter¬ 
mined  immediately  to  put  it  to  'the 
teft  of  chemical  experiments. 

Therefore  the  next  day,  I  made 
an  experiment,  and  obferved  that  a 
fmall  quantity  of  Mercury  was  made^ 
to  difappear  in  the  faliva  j  that  how¬ 
ever,  the  mucus  received  a  larger 
quantity  j  and  that  it  united  with  it 
more  cxpeditioufly.  And  thereby  I 
found  that  the  opinion  of  my  learn¬ 
ed  friend  concerning  the  affinity  of 
Mercury  with  thefe  fluids  was  en¬ 
tirely  confirmed  by  experiment,  and 
immediately  made  him  acquainted 
with  the  event.  This  being  done,  we 
unanimoufly  agreed,,  that  Mercury 

fhould 
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Should  be  tried  in  the  fame  mait- 
ner  with  other  mucilaginous  bodies,, 
both  animal  and  vegetable^,  that 
it  might  appear  whether  there  are 
not  other  gelatinous  and  vifcid  fub* 
fiances  with  which  Mercury  can  be 
likewife  united  i  and  if  there  are  any 
fuch,  whether  they  differ  in  their 
powers  more  or  I’efs  from  that  of  fa- 
hva  and  animal  mucus. —— For  this 
purpofe  the  following  experiments 
,  were  made» 

Experiment  I. 

Mercury  with'  Animal  Mucus. 

I  mixed  one  part  of  very  pure 
Mercury  with  two  parts  of  mucus 
difcharged  from  the  throat,  by  ex- 
pedloration I  triturated  them-  to¬ 
gether  in  a  marble  mortar^  and 

B  5  exadly 
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exadly  marked  the  time  which  waff 
necefTary  for  the  compleat  extindion- 
of  it ;  and  I  perceived  that  in  the 
fpace  of  feven  minutes  the  whole  of 
the  Mercury  was  converted  into  a 
■greyilh  vifcid  fubftance :  after  the 
addition  of  water  very  little  remained 
furpended,  but  it  foon  precipi¬ 
tated  to  the  bottom  j  the  Mercury, 
however,  did  not  feparate,  but  ftill 
remained  entangled  and  united  with 
the  mucus  at  the  bottom  'of  the  vef- 
fel.  There  was  one  fcruple  of  Mer¬ 
cury  and  two  of  mucus.  The  faliva 
extingujlhed  a  much  lefs  proportion 
of  Mercury  j  and  its  extinguifhing 
any  depended  perhaps  on  its  having, 
a  quantity  of  mucus  united  with  it^ 
it  being'  impoffible  to  obtain  faliva 
perfedly  free  from  it. 


E  X  F  E- 
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Experiment  II. ,, 

Mercury  with  the  Tolk  of  a7i  Egg.- 

I  triturated  the  whole  of  the  yolk 
of  an  egg  with'  one  drachm  of  Mer-- 
Gury  in  a  marble  mortar  for  an' hour: 
At  firft  fight  the  Mercury  feemed 
entirely  to  difappear ;  but  upon  ad¬ 
ding  a  little  water,  it  recovered  its* 
form,  and  the  vifcidity  of  the  yolk. 

being  diluted,  it  fell  down,  to  ther 
bottom  in  its  metallic  running  flate,, 
and  by  degrees  went  into  large  glo¬ 
bules  entirely  feparate  from  other 
matter.- 

Experiment  III. 

Mercury  with  the  White  of  an  Egg,. 

The  white  of  an  Egg  Ihews*  ftill 
lefs  power  on  Mercury ;  for  one 

B  6  ‘  ,  drachma 
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drachm  of  Mercury  being  triturated 
with  the  white  of  an  egg  for  almoft 
half  an  hour,  was  by  no  means  ex- 

finguiihed  by  it,  and  upon  pouring 
water  to  it,  the  Mercury  run  into 
large  globules,  and  fubhded  to  the 
bottom. 

Experiment  IV. 
Mercury  with  the  Blood  and  its  Serum  > 

I  mixed  a  quantity  of  quickfilver 
with  the  ferum  of  blood,  which,  to 
obviate  miftake,  I  took  from  myfelf, 
and  I  triturated  them  together,  "as  in 
the  former  experiment.  The  ex- 
tindlion  was  very  inconhderable,  and 
the  union,  much  lefs  firm  than  that 
Widi  mucus,  for  upon  pouring  water, 
the  quickfilver  immediately  fubfided 
in  the  form  of  fraall  globules. 
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I  tried  the  fame  experiment  witfe 
the  red  part  of  the  blood,  and  almoft 
the  fame  phaenomenon  occurred, 
only  that  the  ferum  feemed  to  have 
more  effeil  than  the  red  part  upon 


Experiment  V, 

Mercury  'with  frejli  Animal  Bile^ 

I  triturated  one  drachm  of  Mer¬ 
cury  with  two  drachms  of  the  re¬ 
cent  bile  of  the  pike  fiih,.  for  half 
an  hour :  it  was  with  great  diffi¬ 
culty  that  the  fmalleft  portion  of  it 
could  be  extinguiffied,  and  upon  the 
affufion  of  w'ater,  the  Mercury  foom 
fublided  to  the  bottom,  and  run  intos 
larger  globules. 

*  eo 
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Experiment  VI. 

Mercury  ‘with  yinglafs. 

To,  two  drachms  of  Ifinglafs.  re¬ 
duced  to  the  confiftence  of  glue,  I 
added  one  drachm  of  Mercury,  and 
triturated  them  together  with  great 
labour  for  more  than  half  an  hour  : 
but  all  was  in  vain  j  the  fmalleft 
quantity  of  Mercury  did  not  unite 
with  it. 

It  is  well  known  that  quickfilver 
can  be  very  readily  extinguifhed  by 
animal  fat ;  but  fo  perfedt  a  divifions^ 
and  fo  thorough  an  extindlion  can¬ 
not  be  thereby  obtained  as  by  mu¬ 
cus  j  for  the  fat  being  rendered  more 
liquid  by  heat,  nay  even  fpontane- 
oufly,  the  Mercury  in  Neapolitan; 
ointment  will  fubfide  to  the  bottom. 

C  o  R  o  L- 
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Corollary. 

From  thefe  expenments  it  evident- 
iy  appears  that'  Mercury- has  a  much 
greater  affinity  with  mucos>  than 
with  other  animal  fluids  j  and  hence 
it  feems  probable,  that  if  other  ani¬ 
mal  fluids  unite  with  it,  it  is  owing 
to  the  quantity  of  mucus  which  they 
contain. 


Experiment  VII. 

Mercury  with  the  Mucilage  of  Gum 

Arabic. 


When  therefore,  from  the  former 
experiments,  I  learned  that  there  are 
no  animal  fluids  but  mucus  that  is 


euriofity  excited  me  to  try  whether 


7 
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vegetable  mucus  or  gummy  fubflances- 
might  not  do  the  fame ;  therefore  I 
triturated  one  drachm  of  quickfilvery 
with  two  drachms  of  gum  arabic  for 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  a  ftone  mor¬ 
tar,  adding  by  degrees  a  fmall  por¬ 
tion  of  water,  fo  as  to  give  it  the 
confluence  of  a  mucilage.  To  my 
great  furprize  the  Mercury  fuddenly 
difappeared,  and  the  whole  being, 
carefully  rubbed  together,  became  a 
vifcid  grey  mucus,  which  being' di¬ 
luted  and  agitated  with  a  pound  of 
water,  the  whole  became  of  a  grey 
colour,  and  one  part  remained  fuf- 
pended  in  it,  while  another  part^ 
upon  allowing  the  veflel  to  fland  at 
reft  for  fome  minutes,  was  flowlw 
depofited  to  the  bottom  in  the  form,' 
of  a  grey  fediraent,  in  which  the 
Mercury  was  fo  thoroughly  ex  tin- 
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guiflied  by  the  vifcid  mucus,  that 
although  a  large  quantity  of  water 
was  added,  they  remained  united  to¬ 
gether,  and  the  Mercury  did  not  run 
into  globules  as  ufual.  By  a  gentle 
agitation  of  the  veffel,  the  whole  of 
this  mucus  was  again  readily  united 
•with  the  water,  and  on  the  furface 
of  the  water,  fomewhat  elevated, 

•  there  was  a  white  froth,  which, 
together  with  the  water,  held  the 
Mercury  fufpended  in  a  very  fubtile 
attenuated  date  j  for,  upon  immer- 
fing  a  gold  ring  in  it,  it  was  perfedly 
.  whiten’d  and  filveriz’d. 

I  repeated  the  fame  experiment 
with  a  fmaller  quantity.  A  fcruple  of 
gum  arabic  was  reduced  to  mucilage, 
and  mixed  with  ten  grains  of,  Mer¬ 
cury,  that  it  might  be  an  experiment 
fimilar  to  the  firft,— — In  the  Ipace  of 
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Six  minutes  the  Mercury  was  entirely 

extinguiflied,  while  feven  minutes 

were  neceffary  in  uniting  it  with  ani- 

mah  mucilage ;  therefore  Mercury 

admits  of  a  much  more  ready  union 

with  the  gum  arabic. 

The  gummy  mercurial  fediment 

remained  for  a  long  time, '  even  for 

many  weeks,  without  undergoing  any 

change,  unlefs  that  in  a  length  of 

time  it  became  fomewhat  grurnous, 

*  \ 

more  black,  and  was  lefs  equally  mif- 

♦ 

cible  with  the  fluid  on  its  furface  j 

>  n 

f  , 

it  however  did  not  depofit  the  whole 
of  the  Mercury,  until  the  liquor 
above  being  previoufly  feparated  by 
a  filtration,  was  exficcated  by  the 
heat  of  a  furnace;  then  indeed  the 
power  of  the  mucilage  was  deftroyed, 
and  the  Mercury  feparated,-  and  was 


now 
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now  to  be  obferved  in  the  form  of 
the  globules  of  quicklilver. 

Experiment  VIIL 

Mercury,  by  the  AJJiJlance  of  Gum 
Arabic,  intimately  united  with  Ani¬ 
mal  Fluids. 

From  the  former  experiments  (2, 
3,  4,  5,  6,)  it  appears  that  the  blood 
and  its  ferum,  the  yolk  and  the  white 
of  an  egg,  the  bile,  and  ifinglafs, 

are  infufficient  for  extinguifhing  any 

* 

confiderable  quantity  of  Mercury  j 
but  if  any  quantity  of  the  mucilage 
of  gum  arable  be  mixed  with  thefe, 
the  Mercury  is  immediately  equably 
united  with  them,  julf  in  the  fame 

manner  as  when  animal  mucus  itfelf 

■■  ( 

is  added :  hence  quicklilver,  by  means 

A 

of  this  fubftance,  is  even  rendered 

mifcible 
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mifcible  with  others,  with  which  Ic 
has  either  no  affinity,  or  a  very  fmall 
one. 

1 

Experiment  IX. 

■  Mercury  with  Gum  1’ragticanth, 

The  power  of  gum  tragacanth  is 
by  no  means  the  fame  :  For  this, 
reduced  to  a  mucilage,  upon  the 
addition  of  water,  in  no  manner  an- 
fwered  my  expedlation  :  for  although 
I  ufed  every  endeavour,  and  continued 
a  trituration  for  half  an  hour,  the 
fmalleft  quantity  of  Mercury  could 
not  be  extinguifhed,  and  upon  pour¬ 
ing  water,  and  thereby  diluting  the 
mucilage,  it  retained  the  form  of 
quickfilver,  with  its  metallic  fplen- 
dor,  and  fell  down  to  the  bottom  of 
the  vefficl. 


E  K  P  E- 
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Experiment  X. 

Mercury  with  the  Mucilage  of  the  Seed 

of  ^inces. 

The  fame  effect  nearly  followed 
from  the  mucilage  extraded  from 
the  feed  of  the  quince,  three  drachms 
of  which  being  triturated  for  half 
an  hour  with  one  drachm  of  Mer¬ 
cury,  there  was  no  mark  of  any 
combination. 

Experiment  XI. 

^  1 

Mercury  with  the  Farina  of  the  Root 

of  MarJIomallowSy  and  Starch. 

With  a  very  fine  farina  of  marlh- 
mallows,  I  mixed  a  fmall  quantity 
of  water,  that  it  might  form  a  kind 
of  glue :  a  fmall  quantity  of  Mer¬ 
cury  was  added,  and  triturated  for  a 


con^ 


\ 
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confilderable  time  j  but  from  this  nr 

extinction  of  the  Mercury  was  ob» 

fervable.  When  Mercury,  however, 
«  * 

was  triturated-  with  a  quantity  of 
ftarch,  it  was  fomewhat  extinguiflaed 
{larch  containing  an  animal  gluten  in 
it 

Experiment  XII. 

Mercury  with  Marma  of  Calabria. 

\ 

I  tried  pure  manna  in  the  fame 
fnanner,  becaufe  it  feems  to  contain 
a  quantity  of  mucilage,  and  it  is  a 
common  opinion  that  it  enters  into 
the  compofition  of  Keifer’s  pills.  I 

*  *  i 

carefully  triturated  two  parts  of  it 
with  one  of  Mercury  for  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  but  I  could  fcarcely  ex- 

*  Cl.  Profeffor  ppntz’.  Mat.  Med.  T.  i. 
p.  9.  &  illuftr.  L.  B.  Van  Swieten,  C.  T.  iv. 
p.  107. 

tinguifh 
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tinguifli  any  j  however,  upon  repeat¬ 
ing  this  experiment  with  common, 
manna,  I  faw  a  large  quantity  of  Mer¬ 
cury  fufhciently  extinguifhed  by  it. 

4 

Experiment  XIIT. 


Mercury  with  Crude  and  Clarified. 

Honey. 


■  To  two  drachms  of  crude  white 
thick  honey  I  added  one  drachm  of 
qulckhlver,  and  triturated  them'  botk 
together  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 
The  Mercury  was  pretty  well  extin¬ 
guifhed,  and,  contrary  to  my  ex¬ 
pectations,  after  adding  water  to  it, 
remained  extinguifhed,  and  depo- 
fited  a  grey  fediment  at  the  bottom 

of  the  veffel,'ti)ut  lefs  eafily  mifcible 

# 

with  water  than  that  which  arofe 
from  the  union  of  gum  arabic  and 

Mercury. 
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4 

Mercury.  I  repeated  the  fame  ejt» 
periment  with  clarified  honey,  but 
none  of  the  Mercury  was  extin- 
guilhed ;  for  upon  the  effufion  of 
water  the  whole  appeared  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  in  large  fplendid  globules. 

Crude  honey  contains  fome  muci¬ 
lage  in  iti  hence  it  is  that  it  is  fo  fit 
for  extinguiOiing  Mercury  :  But  that 
mucilage  is  loll  by  boiling  and  clari¬ 
fying  j  for  which  reafon  it  has  no 
fuch  power  on  Mercury. 

Experiment  XIV. 

Mercury  with  fmiple  Syrup. 

,,  Very  pure  white  fugar  being  form¬ 
ed  into  a  fimple  fyrup,  with  half 
its  quantity  of  water,  and  tho’  long 
triturated  with  Mercury,  did  not  ex- 
tinguifli  a  particle  of  it. 

7 


But 
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But  this  efFed  happened,  contrary 
to  expedation,  that  although  nei¬ 
ther- fugar  nor  fyrup  fhewed  any  ef- 
fed  in  extinguishing  Mercury,  yet 
they  even  increafed  the  power  of 
gum  arabic  in  this  refpedj  fo  that, 
by  the  affiftance  of,  fugar  or  fyrup, 
this  mucilage  united  more  firmly  and 
tenacioufly  v/ith  Mercury. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  when  Su¬ 
gar  was  triturated  with  Mercury  it 
became  black.  ■ 

The  fame  experiment  was  try’d 
with  a  variety  of  fyrups,  fuch  as  of 
diacodion,  of  kermes,  and  of  vio¬ 
lets  ,*  'and  I  always  obferved  that  a 
more  thorough  extindion  of  the 
Mercury  with  the  mucus  was  there¬ 
by  produced.Ti!) 

In  th  is  manner,  by  different  fy¬ 
rups,  a  variety  of  colours,  tafte,  and 

C  fmell. 
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fmell,  may  be  communicated  to  Mer¬ 
cury,  To  as  to  conceal  it  from  the 
knowledge  of  fufpicious  perfons.  . 

m.  • 

/ 

Experiment  XV. 

Mercury  with  Linfe.ed  Oil  and  Fat. 

I  extinguifhed  Mercury  in  the 
pure  oil  of  linfeed,  Vv'ith  little  labour, 
but  a  fniall  quantity  could  only  be 
thus  united  wdth  the  glutinous  fedi- 
ment  of  the  linfeed  oil.  Water  occah- 
oned  a  fediment  of  the  confidence  of 
butter,  and  when  this  was  feparated 
the  Mercury  could  not  be  extinguiihed 
in  it.  Perhaps  by  a  boiling  heat  Mercu¬ 
ry  might  be  made  to  form  a  more  in¬ 
timate  union  with  oil,  which  expe¬ 
riment,  however,  I  have  not  try’d. 

But  Mercury  extinguiflied  by  gum 
arable  will  admit  of  a  very  ready  u- 
nion  with  either  oil  or  fat ;  nor  will 

it 
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it  feparate  and  fall  fo  foon  to  the  bot¬ 
tom,  as  it  does  in  the  common  Nea¬ 
politan  ointment.  — —  See  Experi¬ 
ment  VI. 

Corollaries. 

From  thefe  Experiments  (7,  8,  9, 
10,  II,  12,  13,  14,  15)  it  evidently 
appears, 

ift.  That  of  all  vegetable,  gummy 
or  pladic  fubftances,  gum  arable  is 
the  only  one  which  in  its  nature  ap¬ 
proaches  the  neareft  to  animal  mu¬ 
cus:  hence  it  is  to  be  preferred  in 
extinguilhing  of  Mercury. 

2dly.  That  the  extindtion  of  the 
Mercury  by  means  of  animal  mucus 
and  gum  arable,  does  not  depend  upon 
mechanical  principles,  nor  can  it  be 
referred  only  to  the  vifeidity  of  the 

C  2  mucilagej 
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mucilage ;  for  many  other  fubftinces, 
more  vifcid  and  tenacious,  when  lon¬ 
ger  triturated  with  it,  by  no  means 
anfwer  the  fame  purpofe;  and  water, 
which  is  the  beft  and  pureft  men- 
flruum  for  gummy  fubftances,  can 
neither  feparate  animal  mucus,  nor 
mucilage  of  gum  arabic  from  Mer¬ 
cury,  provided  they  had  been  inti¬ 
mately  united  togetherj  the  contrary 
of  which  takes  place  in  the  mucilage 
of  gum  tragacanth,  in  that  of  quinces, 
and  others. 

3dly.  And  then,  although  mecha¬ 
nical'  triture  greatly  affifts  the  ex- 
tindion  of  Mercury,  a  true  affinity 
exifts  between  Mercury,  animal  mu¬ 
cus,  and  gum  arabic  i  and  this  is  the 
reafon  why,  when  once  united,  they 
remained  fo  firmly  attached  to  one 
another:  nor  does  the  mucilage  ra-. 

ther 
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thcr  attradl  the  water,  but  immedi¬ 
ately  joins  it  to  the  Mercury,  fo  that 
they  all  remain  intimately  united. 

When  I  had  fufficiently  proved 
every  thing  by  experiment,  and  when 
I  was  convinced  thereby  of  the  affi¬ 
nity  which  Mercury  has  with  the 
faliva  and  animal  mucus,  which  my 
ingenious  friend  firft  fuggehed  to  me, 
I  did  not  doubt  but  that  his  opinion 
with  regard  to  the  adlion  of  Mercurv 

O  d 

in  the  throat  and  falivary  glands  was 
well  founded,  and  it  carried  more 
probability  along  with  it,  than  that 
of  all  the  reft. 

But  lince  gum  arabic  in  every  re- 
fpedl  excels  the  animal  mucus  in  ex- 
tingui/hing  Mercury,  it  feemed  to 
me  that  this  was  the  fitteft:  and  rnoft 
natural  vehicle  of  Mercury,  by  which, 
as  a  medium,  it  could  be  united 

C  3  with 
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with  all  the  fluids  of  our  body. 
Flowever  bein?  little  felicitous  about 

O 

forming  a  new  hypothefis,  I  believed 
that  iny  labour  might  be  more  ufe- 
fully  employed,  if  I  tried  the  effefis 
of  fuch  a  preparation  in  thofe  who 
had  the  venereal  difeafe,  that  we 
might  be  alTured  v/hether  it  could 
pafs  the  Prim.®  Vi^  in  fuch  a 
form  j  for  if  it  could  pafs  into'  the 
blood  in  this  manner,  we  did  not 
doubt  but  that  it  might  cure  the  ve¬ 
nereal  difeafe  more  effedtually  than 
any  of  the  other  preparations ;  and 
that  from  its  being  perfedly  mild, 
and  deftitute  of  fuch  acrimony  as 
might  hurt  the  body,  while  the  o- 
ther  preparations  cannot  b‘e  given  in 
large  dofes  from  the  great  quantity 
of  faline  acrimony  that  adheres  to 
them,  and  when  preferibed  in  fmall 

dofes,, 
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«jofes,  they  aft  only  after  a  confide- 
rable  length  of  time,  and  cure  the 
.  difeafe  very  ftowly. 

I  was  from  this  time  determined, 
by  the  approbation  and  advice  of  a 
very  ingenious  man,  to  take  the  firfi: 
opportunity  of  trying  Mercury  thus 
prepared,  when  any  perfon  fhould 
offer  who  iabodred  under  the  vene¬ 
real  difeafe^ 

Three  days  after,  a  woman  with 
the  venereal  difeafe  came  to  me, 
whofe  hiftory  is  mentioned  in  the 
firft  obfervation :  afterwards  others 

came  labouring  under  the  fame  dif¬ 
eafe,  whofe  cafes  are  given  in  the 

following  obfervations. 

When  I  perceived  in  all  thefe 
cafes  the  remarkable  and  fudden  ef- 
_ficacy  of  this  gummy  preparation  of 
Mercury;  and  confiantly  obferved 

C  4  that 


[  56  J 

that  Its  ufefulnefs  exceeded  my  modi 
fanguine  expedlations,  fo  that  in  a 
ihort  time  it  did  more  than  could  be 
expeded  from  all  the  other  prepara¬ 
tions  and  farther  found  that  no  fa- 
livation  could  be  excited  by  this  pre¬ 
paration,  although  given  in  very 
large  quantity,  unlefs  there  was  an¬ 
other  mercurial  in  the  body,  or  dur¬ 
ing  the  cure  another  befides  the 
gummy  mercurial  was  taken  j  I  was 
fully  convinced  that  this  was  the  beft 
method  of  giving  Mercury,  and  that 
no  other  could  be  compared  with  it* 


Having  thus  difeovered  my  method 
of  preparing  Mercury,  I  lhall  now 
fubmit  to  the  public,  for  very  im¬ 
portant  reafons,  already  offered  in 
the  preface,  my  own  obfervations 
and  thofe  communicated  to  me  by 
others. 


C  II  A  P. 
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CHAP.  II. 

/ 

PraBical  Oh/ervations  regarding  the 
Efficacy  of  this  gummy  Mercurial 
in  the  Venereal  Difeafe. 


5 

A  Woman  aged  twenfy-eight,  of  a 
fanguineous  temperament,  who 
hadforfome  months  venereal  blotch¬ 
es  on  her  forehead  and  face,  and  a 
very  ugly  fcab  over  her  whole  body, 
labouring  under  the  fluor  albus, 

.  .  .fO 

watchings  in  the  night-time,  and 
pains  of  the  joints,  came  to  me,  to 

C  c 
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fell  her  poultry,  and  being  much 
adiamed,  the  covered  her  face  over 
with  a  cloth.  .... 

Nobody  would  buy  her  poultry 

✓ 

from  her,  on  account  of  her  being 
of  a  nafly  appearance;  I  immedi¬ 
ately  knew  the  difeafe,  and  after  ex¬ 
amining  her,  I  promifed  that  as  the 
was  poor,  I  would  give  her  Medi¬ 
cines  for  nothing,  if  die  would  re¬ 
turn  to  me  every  three  days,  and  let 
me  know  how  fhe  did. 

The  day  after,  fhe  took  a  mercuri¬ 
al  purgative,  and  the  following,  day 
fhe  began  to  take  one  fpoonful  of 
the  fimple  folution  (No.  i.)  morn¬ 
ing  and  evening,  with  a  decodion  of 
farfaparilla  and  hemlock;  fhe  like- 
wife  ufed  the  w'arm  bath. 

She  returned  three  days  afterwards, 
and  her  pain  was  fomewhat  abated;  I 

ordered 
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ordered  her  to  continue  the  bath,, 
and  to  take  two  fpoonfuls  of  the  fo- 
lution  morning  and  evening. 

She  returned  three  days  after,  and 
was  entirely  free  from  her  pains, 
feme  of  the  fpots  had  difappeared, 
fhe  refted  better  in  the  night  time,, 
her  fluor  albus  was  the  fame  as  be¬ 
fore. 

On  the  thirteenth  day  all  the  fpots 
difappeared,  there  were  no  nodturnal; 
pains.  I  gave  her  a  frefli  quantity 
of  the  mercurial  folution,  to  which  I 
added  the  ^balfam  of  capivi,  as  is 
prefcribed  in  (No.  2.) 

The  woman  returned  in  eighf 
days  after,  free  of  all  herfymptomsi 
except  the  fiuor  albus,  which  was  by 
no  means abated,  becaufe  flie  fl;il! 
admitted  the  embraces  of  her  huf- 
band,  as  fhe  herfelf  confefied.  I  or- 

C  6  ■  dered 
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dered  that  her  hufband-  might  be 
brought,  and  I  promifed  to  cure  him 
for  nothing. 

But  being  free  from  her  former 
complaints,  the  became  negligent, 
file  would  not  hearken  to  my  advice, 
and  has  never  fince  returned. 

Yet  I  will,  on  this  account,  not 
allow  that  this  obfervation  is  in  the, 
lead:  imperfedl,  for  it  fufficiently 
proves  the  efficacy  of  our  remedy  ia 
removing  her  former  complaints. 

This  woman  fwallowed  more  than 
three  drachms  of  the  gummy  mer~ 
curial,  nor  was.  there  the  leaft  fign  of 
a  falivation. 


Observation  IL 

A  foldier,  aged  thirty,  of  a  fan- 
guineous  habit,  having  fome  months 

ago 
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ago  a  gonorrhoea  ftopt,  he  contraifl- 
ed  a  pox,  and  befides  venereal  blotches 
on  his  forehead,  and  on  both  lides  of 
the  frontal  bone,  he  had  a  broad  to¬ 
phus,  not  however  much  elevated  j ' 
he  was  likewife  troubled  with  pains- 
of  the  joints  j  his  throat,  and  the 
glans  penis,  were  much  ulcerated; 

Having  given  him  a  purgative,  he 
began  to  take  daily  two  fpoonfuls  of 

the  folution  No. 'i.  with  a  decodliort 

/  ■ 

of  the  farfaparilla  without  milk. 

All  his  complaints  were  entirely 
removed  in  lix  days,  without  any  fa-- 
liVation,  unlefs,  that  when  he-  was- 
cxpofed  to  cold,  there  appeared  very 
broad  reddifh  fpots  on  his  forehead 
and  face,  very  different  however 
from  the  former,  and  which  again’ 
difappeared  of  their  own  accord  by 
the  heat  of  a  hove.  I  hill  perfuaded' 

him 
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Iiim  to  repeat  his  medicine,  which 
he  did,  and  was  entirely  cured  in; 
eight  days.  Although  this  patient 
had  always  formerly  a  gentle  faliva- 
tion  excited  even  by  a  mild  purgar 
live,  yet  after  taking  three  drachms> 
of  this  gummy  mercurial,,  which  ef¬ 
fected  the  cure,  no  fign  of  falivation^ 
could  be  perceived.. 


O  B  S  E  R  V  A  T  I  O  N  III. 

A  .Soldier,  aged  thirty-fix,  .of  x 
fanguineous  temperament,  had  a  vio¬ 
lent  rheumatifm  in  his  right  arm, 
from  a  venereal  caufe.  In  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  OS  humeri  there  was  an  In¬ 
cipient-  tophus.  There  was  befides 
a  foul  ulcer  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
firft  metacarpal  bone  which  corre- 
fponds  with  the.  thumb.  Thefe 

com- 
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complaints  had  continued  more  thaa 
fix  months. 

-  But  a  gonorrhoea,  being  fome  days 
before,  dopt,.  there  came  on  a  fwcl— 
ling  and  pain  of  the  tefticle,  which, 
brought  on  a  flrangury  in.  making; 
urine. 

-  He  was  blooded  on  the  fird  dayj, 
and  the  fame  day  he  took  a  cooling; 
purge;  an  emollient  fomentation  was. 
applied  to  his  fcrotum..  The  day- 
following  he  fwallowed  emulfions  of 
almonds,  gum  arabic,.  fyrup  of  dia- 
codion,  and  likewife  many  cups-fulL 
of  decodlion  of  farfaparilla,  with. 

mullein  and  marfhmallows. - He* 

went  on  in  this  way  for  three  days 
the  pain  of  his,tedicles  ceafed.  The 
gonorrhoea  did  not  even  return;  he 
made  'urine  more  eafily;  the  left 
tedicle  remained  fwelled the  right 


was 
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was  much  diminiflied  in  lize.  A 
balfamic  eflence  in  which  there  was. 
two  grains  of  corrofive  fublimate  dif- 
folved  was  applied  to  the  foul  ulcer. 

My  mercurial  ointment  (No.  6.) 
was  applied  to  the  tophus.  There 
was  given  internally  two  fpoon-fulls 
of  the  folution  (No.  i.),  with  the  de- 
codion  of  farfaparilla  and  the  emol¬ 
lients.— —There  was  alfo  applied  to 
the  fwelled  tefticles  my  mercurial 
ointment,  with  the  ung.  de  Lithar- 

gyr.  ^  ^ 

All  thefe  things  were  continued  for 
eleven  days  j  the  tophus  difappeared, 
the  fwelling  of  the  tefticles  was  refol- 
ved,  and  the  rheumatifm  was  cured, 
the  callous  edges  of  the  ulcer  difap- 
psared,  and  it  became  perfedly  clean 
on  its  furface.  I  then  applied  the 
balfamic  mercurial  ointment  to  it  j 

and: 
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and  -in  fourteen  days  he  left  Tienna 
perfedtly  cured. 

During  the'  whole  time  that  he 
took  fix  drachms  of  this  gummy 
mercurial,  he  had  not  the  leaft  figr> 
of  falivation. 

Observation  IV. 

A  man,  aged  twenty-eight,  of  an 
emaciated  habit,  who  bad  been  for 
more  than  a  year  troubled  with’  a 
dry  fcabby  eruption,  was  at  laft  feiz- 
ed  with  a  gonorrhoea,  which  he  has 
now  had  feven  months. 

:  On  the  firft  day  he  was  purged^ 
on  the  fecond  day  he  began  the  bal-* 
famic  mercurial  folution  (No.  2.) 
with  the  decodlion  of  farfaparilla, 
burdock,  and  polypody. 

In  eight  days  neither  the  gonor- 
rheea  or  fcabby  eruption  was  chang¬ 
ed  5 
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ed  ;  the  urine  only  flowed  more  eo- 
pioufly. 

In  other  eight  days  the  running  of 
the  gonorrhoea  was  in  lefs  quantity 
and  whiter,,  but  the  eruption  conti¬ 
nued  as  before.  I  was  therefore  per- 
fuaded  to  wafh  his  extremities  with 
a  vegeto-mineral  water,  compofed  of 
one  pound  of  fountain  water  and  one 
drachm  of  the  acetum  lithargyrii. 

Nor  was  the  fcabby  eruptioni 
changed  for  eight  days  after,  althof 
the  gonorrhoea  was  much  dirni-* 
miflied. 

Therefore  .1  employed  for  the  e-» 
riiption  the  following  ointment : 
R.  Pulv,  Helebor.  Alb.  Sal.  Am-* 
mon.  Crud.  a  5j.  Axung.  Porcin. 
§ij.  01.  Rofac.  gutt.  X.  m..  f.  Ung. 
to  be  applied  to  the  extremities  twice 
a  day,  fometimes  to  one  fcabby  part, 
fometimes  to  another.  And  thus  in 

the 


the  fpace  of  eight  days,  by  con  tin  lad¬ 
ing  thebalfamic  folution  of  Mercury, 
the  gonorrhcEa  was  cured,  and  in  a 
flaort  time  the  fcabby  eruption  en¬ 
tirely  difappeared. 

This  eruption,  however,  was  not 
venerea],  but  received  in  forne  other 
manner. 

■V 

The  good  efFedfs  of  the  white 
hellebore  in  the  itch,  which  I  have 
frequently  experienced,  I  owe  to  the 
moll  eminent  and  Ikilful  Dr.  Prin-* 
gle 

Observation  -  V. 

-  A  widow,' aged  47,  of  a  thin  ha¬ 
bit  of  body,  was  alilidled,  for  more 
than  two  yearsF  with  a  very  malig- 

*  Obfervat.  on  the  difeafes  of  the  army,  on. 
•  • 
the  itch,  p.  3 1 1., 


nant. 


[  68  ] 

nant  ftu'or  albus,  afterwards  with  the 
gout,  head-ach  in  the  night-time, 
ulcers  of  the  throat,  venereal  protu¬ 
berant  blotches  on  her  forehead  and 
face',  condylomata  about  the  anus, 
the  bones  of  the  nofe  carious,  an  in¬ 
cipient  tophus  of  the  left  elbow,  an 
ugly  fcrophulous  fore  in  her  neck; 
and  for  all  thefe  complaints  fhe, 
afked  my  advice. 

Having  given  her  a  purge,  the! 
day  after  fhe  began  to  take  morning 
and  evening  two  fpoon-fulls  of  the 
balfamic  mercurial  folution,  and  to 
drink  the  decodion  of  farfaparilla 

and  hemlock  with  milk. 

She  walked  her  throat  and  nofe 
frequently  in  the  day  time  with  the 

gargarifm  (No.  4.);  fhe  touched  the 
venereal  blotches  of  her  forehead  and 

face  every  day  with  the  eauftic  folu- 

tion 
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tion .  (No.  3.)  diluted  with  a  good 
deal  of  rofe-water. 

The  venereal  blotches,  in  three 
days  time,  were  covered  over  with  a 
cruft,  and  perfedly  dry. 

In  eight  days  the  pains  abated,  the 
blotches  entirely  difappeared,  fo  that 
the  fmalleft  veftige  of  them  did  not 
remain. 

The  other  fymptoms  remained  the 
fame. 

She  continued  for  fome  days  to 
take  the  mercurial  folution,  but  ^be¬ 
ing  feized  with  an  intermittent  fever, 
I  omitted  the  folution :  a  purgative, 
and  afterwards  the  Peruvian  bark  was 
prefcribed  for  her,  by  a' very  eminent 
phyfician  who  firft:  committed  her 
to  my  care. 

The  fever  ceafed  in  four  days,  the 
venereal  iymptonis  continued  as  be- 
3  fore. 
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fore,  except  that  the  ulcers  in  her 
throat  were  better. 

■  She  began  again  to  take  the  folu- 
tion ;  her  throat  became  much  bet¬ 
ter,  her  noftrils  however  were  more 
fwelled  :  I  then  ordered  her  to  draw 
up  into  her  nofe  the  decodion  of  the 
.hemlock  mixed  with  the  mercurial 
balfamic  gargarifm ;  and  a  poultice 
of  bread  and  milk  was  externally  ap¬ 
plied  to  her  nofe. 

In  four  days  the  fwelling  of  her 
hofe  difappeared,  and  there  dropt 
from  her  noftrils  a  large  quantity  of 
a  fanious  purulent  matter. 

Eight  days  were  fcarcely  elapfed, 
when  flie  was  fcized  with  a  very 
irregular  intermittent  fever. 

She  then  abftained  from  every 
mercurial,  and  after  being  purged, 
file  repeated  the  ufe  of  the  bark ; 
3  the 
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the  .  fever  difappeared  in  fourteen 
days,  *  but  the  venereal  fymptoms 
which  yet  remained  became  much 
worfe.  Being  at  laft  free  from  the 


^  The  very  eminent  Petit,  the  father,  is  of 
opinion  that  a  quartan  fever  is  fometimes  a  ' 
fymptom  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  and  therefore 
he  cures  quartan  fevers  by  falivation,  in  thofe 
perfons  who  many  years  before  have  had  ve¬ 
nerea]  fyrnptoms,  and  even  fome  after  they 
have  refifted  febrifuge  medicines.  Memor,  de 
PAcad.  Royale  de  Chirurgie,  tom.  L  p.  347^ 
&c. 

But  V.  SwiETEK  has  given  us  an  obferva- 
tion  which  leads  to  a  contrary  opinion :  du¬ 
ring  the  courfe  of  a  falivation,  he  obferved  a 
quartan  fever  of  a  regular  type.  Comment, 
tom.  I.  p.  10.  I  can  pofitively  affirm  that  I 
have  feen  an  intermittent  fever  brought  on  by 
undfloo  in  venereal qjatients,  which  could  be 
cured  by  no  other  remedy  but  the  bark ;  and 
as  often  as  the  Mercury  was  repeated,  fo  often 
did  the  fever  return. 


intermittent 
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intermittent  fever,  (lie  u fed,  for  three 
weeks,  the  folution  and  other  re¬ 
medies,  fo  that  the  pains,  head-ach, 
tophus,  and  fcrophula,  entirely  dif- 
appeared. 

The  fluor  albus  remained,  but  lefs 
violent  and  whiter ;  the  carioufnefs 

I 

about  the  nofe  and  the  condylomata 
about  the  anus  were  not  gone. 

The  condylomata  were  touched 
with  the  cauflic  folution  ;  they  be¬ 
came  immediately  fmaller ;  a  crufl; 
was  formed.  The  other  means  are 
continued,  and  I  hope  I  am  about  to 
effedt  the  cure. 

Observation-  VI; 

A  man  aged  45,  of  a  thin  habit, 
has  been  for  nine  years  fo  afflid- 
©d  with  repeated  gonorrhoeas,  that 
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lie-has  been  fcarce  eight  days  with¬ 
out  this  troublefome  running;  the 
fluid  difcharged  at  the  time  he  be¬ 
gan  my  medicine  was  thin  and  yel¬ 
low,  he  has  an  itching  in  the  middle 
of  his  urethra,  and  while  he  makes 
urine  he  feels  a  very  troublefome 
tenllon,  and  has  a  very  painful  chor¬ 
dae.  I  advifed  him  not  to  trufl:  to  a 

1 

cure  which  was  prornifed  to  him  by 
a  quack,  by  ufing  a  fecret  medicine 
by  injedtion. 

The  next  day  he  took  a  purge,  and 
the  day  after  I  fufpeded  that  there 
was  an  abfccfs  in  his  urethra;  I  there¬ 
fore  introduced  a  bong.ee  covered 
over  with  the  balfam  of  arcasus. 

On  the  third  day,  when  I  tried 
j  to  introduce  a  new  bougee,  there 
was  fuddenly  felt  a' pain  in  the  mid- 

D  die 
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die  of  the  urethra,  and  there  was  a 
greater  quantity  of  yellow  pus,  mix¬ 
ed  with  fome  drops  of  blood,  fud- 
denly  difcharged,  whteh  might  have 
filled  a  tea- fpoon.  ... 

He  took  for  eight  days  morning 
and  evening  two  fpoon-fulls  of  my 
balfamic  mercurial  folutionj  for  his 
ordinary  drink,  he  drank  twice  a 
day  a  decodion  of  farfaparilla  and 
hemlock  with  milk  j  for  half  an  hour 
he  introduced  a  bougee  covered  over 
with  the  balfamic  mercurial  oint¬ 
ment. 

During  almofl:  eight  days,  the 
running  of  the  gonorrhoea  was  very 

copious.  ,  ^ 

♦  •  • 

In  other  eight  days  the  flow  was 
lefs,  and  thp  colour  was  whiter. 


He 
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He  continued  for  fome  time  in  this 
method,  and  at  lafl  dry  bougees 
were  mtroduced.;,the  running  by  de¬ 
grees  ceafed  altogether,^  fo  that,  on 
the  thirtieth  day  from  the  beginning 
of  the  cure,  he  went  away  from  Vi¬ 
enna  perfedly  well,  and  promifed  to 
write  to  me  if  he  had  any  relapfe  of 
his  ailment.  During  the  whole  cure 
there  was  no.fymptom  of  falivation. . 

Observation  VII. 

A  man  aged  thirty-fix,  of  a  fan- 
guineous  habit,  for  more  than  five 
years  had  been  affected  repeatedly 
with  gonorrhoeas ;  he  had  fometimes 
alfo  ulcerations  both  on  his  prepuce 

For  the  compofition  ofthe  bougees,  you  may 
confult  the  chirurgical  works  of  the  moft  fkil- 
ful  and  excellent  Goulard,  written  in  French, 
Tom.  ri,  which  book*  cannot  be  fufficiently 
admired* 

D  a 
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and  glans,  and  one  large  condyloma 
on  thp  glans.  ' 

After  giving  a  purgative,  on  the 
following  day  he  took  the  mercurial 
balfamic  folution.  The  ulcers  were 
drefled  with  the  mercurial  ointment. 
The  condyloma  was  twice  every  day 
touched  with  the  cauftic  folution. 

On  the  firft  day  the  ulcers  became 
larger  and  more  fuppurating  :  on  the 
eighth  day  they  were  perfeftly  cured  : 
on  the  thirteenth  day  the  condyloma 
was  perfedly  dry. 

The  running  of  the  gonorrhoea 
was  lefs  in  quantity,  and  I  introdu¬ 
ced  a  bougee  covered  over  with  mer¬ 
curial  ointment. 

He  was  thus  entirely  cured  in 
four  weeks  j  nor  was  there,  during 
the  cure,  the  lead  fign  of  a  faliva- 
tion. 

1  O  B  s  E  R- 
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Observation  VIII, 


A  man  aged  twenty-eight,  of  a 
thin  habit  of  body,  contradted  pains 
in  the  joints  by  a  gonorrhoea  that 
had  been  ftopt  three  years  ago  >  at 
laft  the  glands  of  his  heck  became 
fcrophulous;  and  he  had  feven  broad 
deep  ulcers  in  his  throat,  when  he 
committed  himfelf  to  my  care. 

On  the  firft  day  he  was  purged, 
on  the  next  day  I  ordered  him  to 
take  twoj  Ipoon-fulls  of  the  limple 
folution  morning  and  evening,  and^ 
for  his  ordinary  drink  he  had  a  de- 
codion  of  farfaparilla,  hemlock,  and 
the  pedoral  fpecies  with  milk. 

On  the  fourth  day  a  gentle  faliva- 
tlon  began  :  however,  the  fluid  dif- 
ctiarged  was  more  glutinous  than 

D  3  the 
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the  falivary,  but  during  it,  the  ul¬ 
cers  of  the  throat  became  very  foul, 
on  which  account  they  were  touched 
twice  a  day  with  a  feather  dipt  in 
honey  of  rofes,  which  was  mixed 
with  a  fmali  quantity  of  Egyptiac 
ointment  5  he  frequently  walhes  his 
mouth,  and  injedts  into  his  throat  a 
bahamic  gargarifm  prepared  without 
the  gummy  mercurial :  he  was  or¬ 
dered.  to  take  one  fpoonfui  of  the 
mercurial  folution  morning  and  e- 
vening. 

The  fallvati'Qii  thus  continued 
the  feventh  day,  bat  was 
very  gentle,  attended  with  nelthet 
indammation  of  the  gums  or  loofen-* 
ing  of .  the  ’  tee-th  5  three,  and  .fome* 
tirries  four  ounces  were  difchalrged  in 
a  day,  the  ulcers  became  daily  clean¬ 
er  and  fmaller.  What  feemed  tb  mq 

furprizing. 
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furprlzlng,  was,  that  at  laft  the  faliva- 
tion  ceafed  even  under  the  continuance 
of  the  folution ;  and  although  again, 
morning  and  evening,  two  fpoonfulls 
of  the  folution  were  taken,  yet  dur¬ 
ing  the  reft  of  the  cure  there  was  no 
farther  fign  of  falivation. 

By  the  ftxteenth  day  all  the  feven 
ulcers  of  the  throat  were  perfedlly 
cured,  the  pains  were  entirely  gone, 
and  he  refted  well  in  the  night  time. 
But,  contrary  to  my  inclination,  one 
of  the  fcrophulous  glands  was  by  a 
quack  eroded  and  ulcerated  by  means 
of  a  biifter.  I  then  ordered  that  the 

open  fore,  which  was  as  yet  very 
hard  about  the  edges,  might  b,e  dref- 

fed  with  balfamic  ointment  mixed 
with  the  gummy  mercurial.  The 
other  glands  were  rubbed  with  my 

D  4 
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mercurial  cerate,  and  afterwards  co¬ 
vered  over  with  a  plaifter. 

In  eight  days  after,  all  the  fcro- 
phulus  glands  difappeared,  and  the 
open  ulcer  was  healed. 

It  may  be  alked,  whether  the  fali- 
vation  was  in  this  cafe  produced  by 
my  mercurial  preparation,  or  by"  the 
former  Mercury  which  might  be  ftill 
in  the  body  ?  In  the  feven  firfl  ob- 
fervations  there  was  no  fign  of  a  fali- 
vation  ;  and  befides,  .  this  falivation 
only  laded  for  feven  days,  nor  did 
it  continue  although  the  dofe  of  the 
gummy  mercurial  was  increafed, 
v/hich  was  repeated  even  for  three 
weeks. 

Befides,  this  man  had  been  taking 
a  variety  of  mercurial  preparations 
for  many  years,  and  not  long  before 
my  cure,  he  had  been  ufing  it  by  fric- 

tioD^ 
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tion,  fo  as  even  to  have  a  falivation 
excited,  and  that  without  effeding  a 
cure. 

From  the  following  obfervations  I 
learn  that  a.  falivation  may  be  excit¬ 
ed  in  thofe  perfons,  who  immediate¬ 
ly  before  the  ufe  of  my  mercurial, 
or  during  its  ufe,  have  taken  other 
mercurials  internally,  or  applied; 
them  externally.  I  have  feen  this 
happen  from  the  emplaftrum .  Vi- 
gonis,  Neapolitan  ointment,  calo¬ 
mel,  and  a  folution  of  corrofive  fub- 
limate  in  fpirit.  The  gummy  mer¬ 
curial  feems  to  accommodate  itfelf 
fo  well  to  the  falivary  glands,  that 
any  other  mercurial  taken  either  be¬ 
fore  or  during  the  ,ufe  of  ‘  this  mer¬ 
curial,  more  readily  brings  about  a 
falivation. 


D  5  ^  .  Ob  s  e  r- 
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‘0  B  s  'e  R  y  A  T  I  6  N  IX. 


A  girl  sight  years  of  age,  of  a  fan- 
guineous  tethperament,  had  for  more 
than  half  a  year  the  kbia  vuiv^e, 
the  ‘periiiSBum,  and  the  whole  cir¬ 
cumference  of  the  anus  covered  over 


with  hnall  condylomata ;  (he  'had 
ii^eWife  a  very  foetid  fluor  albus.  ^ 
’The  frft  paflages  being  cleanfed^ 
flie  began  to  take  the  balfamic  mer¬ 
curial  folution,  ^and  thecondyloraatous 
crufts  were  touched  twice  a  day  with 


the  cauftic  folution,  fo  that  in  three 
weeks  they  difappeared,  and  on  the 
fourth  week  the  fluor  albus  was  cured. , 


She  had,  however,  a  very  trouble- 
forne  itching  Of  the  vagina  after  the 
condylomata  were  cured,  'while  the 
fluor  albus  continued.  In  three  days 
the  itching  went  off,  by  anointing 
the  vagina  with  the  mucous  mercu¬ 
rial 
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I 

rial  ointment,  and  three  times  bath¬ 
ing  in  the  water  of  the  Danube. 

Observation  X. 

A  man^  aged  thirty-five,  twelve 
years  ago  having  a  venereal  bubo, 
which  went  off  by  refolution,  was 
feized  with  violent  pains  in  his  joints, 
which  were  treated  by  a  variety  of 
mercurial  preparations :  they  were 
lefiened  by  thefe  means,  but  never 
entirely  cured  j  and  now  he  has  for 
fix  years  lived  perpetually  afFe<5led 
with  thefe  pains,  and  laft  year  a  ve¬ 
nereal  gumtni  arofe  from  the  feventh 
true  rib  of  his  left  fide,  which,  by 
degrees,  ulcerating,  gave  out  a  large 
quantity  of  fanious  pus :  it  was  treat¬ 
ed  with  exficcants  j  and  partly  for 
the  cure  of  the  pains,  and  partly  for 
that  of  the  gummi  fore,  Baden  bath 
was  ordered  for  the  patient  j  he  be- 

D  6  gan 
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gan:  the  ufe  of  this  bath,  but  while: 
he  was  in  it  the  third  time,  he  was 
feized  with  a  pally  in  one  fide,  there¬ 
fore  he  returned  to  Vienna. 

The  pains  were  lb  violent,  that,, 
altho’  he  loll  the  motion  of  one  fide>. 
he  loudly  complained  of  them. 

♦ 

»  The  patient  was  found  in  this  fitu- 
ation  by  a  very  eminent  furgeoni,. 
who'  brought  him  to  me,  and  then",, 
by  the  advice  of  a  very  Ikilful  phy- 
fician,  my  gummy  mercurial  was 
prefcribed  for  him,  with’ the  decoc¬ 
tion  of  farfaparilTa  and  milk;  the  ul¬ 
cerated  tumour  w'as  drelfed  with  the 
balfamic  mercurial  ointment. 

On  the  third  day  the  patient  could 
move  his  fingers  more  eafily,  and 
with  lefs  pain ;  the  ulcerated  tumour 

on  the  rib  began  to  difcharge  more 

/ 

On, 
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On  the’  fourteenth  day  the-guntmi 
was  refolved  and  cured ;  the  vene¬ 
real  pains  and  palfy  difappeared  in 
four  weeks»  A  fciatie  pain,  how¬ 
ever,  ftill  continued,  for  the  cure  of 
which  a  very  eminent  phyfician  pre- 
fcribed  pills  prepared  from  the  gum¬ 
my  mercurial,  hemlock  and  cam¬ 
phor,.  and  in  three  days'  after  the 
pain,  entirely  left  him., 

O  B  s  E  R'V  A  T  I  O  N  XI. 

A  girk  aged  23,  had  for  fix  months 
venereal  fcabs,  and  condylomatous 
criflas  on  the  back  part  of  the  neck, 
the  cheeks,  and  hands;  had  like- 

wife  a  fluor  albus,  violent  rheumatic 

'■  (’ 

and  arthritic  pains,  efpecially  in  the 
night  time :  a  large  tophus  alfo  oc¬ 
cupied  the  right  tibia. 

In 
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In  'fourtEen  days  the  ,  fcabs  and 
condylomata  were  much  mended,, 
by  the  ufe  alone  of  the  gummy  rner— 
curial  and  the  farlaparilla,  and  at  the 
fame  time  ah  the  pains  left  her„ 
There  were  no  figns  of  faliv^ation. 
The  emplaf  rum  Vigonis  .was  from 
this  time  applied  to  the  tophus, 
whofe  height  was  fomewhat.  lefs 
than  half  an  inch.  In  fx  days  af-. 
ter,  the  girl  perceived  a  falivation, 
and  felt  a  difficulty  in  fwallowing, 
A  purge  was  ordered  her,  and  her 
throat  was  waffied  with  the  vegeto- 
mineral  water  ;  fo  that  in  three  days, 
the  plaifter  and  gummy  mercurial 
being  omitted,  this  gentle  falivation 
entirely  ceafed. 

Some  time  after,  ffiobegan  again 
to  take  the  folution,  and  without 
perceiving  any  falivation,  ffie  was 

perfectly 
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jierfeilly  cured.  This,  ^however.  Is 
fufprizin-g,  that  during  the  ufe  of 
this  remedy  a  new  tophus  appeared 
in  the  left  tibia,  and  which,  after 
fome  days,  entirely  went  off. 

Observation  XIL 


A  child  of  a  year  and  a, half  old, 
whofe  parents  were  not  venereal, 
had,  for  half  a  year,  condylomata 
'shout  the  anus,  rhagades,  and  fmall 
ulcers  in  the  angles  of  the  mouth. 

The  parents  believed  that  there  was 
a  venereal  infeftion  communicated  to 
the  child,  by  cloaths  which  had  been 
ufed  by  others  who  had  this  difeafe. 
An  eminent phyfician,  after  giving 
a  gentle  purgative,  prefcribed  half  a 
drachm  of  the  gummy  mercurial, 
minutely  divided  in  two  ounces  of 

the 
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the  fyrup  of  violets,  diluted  with 
one  ounce  of  the  water  of  fumatory» 

A  tea  fpoonful  of  this  lyrup  morn¬ 
ing  and  evening,  was  given  to  the 
child,  with  the  decodtion  of  farfa- 
parilla.  The  condylomata  were 
touched  twice  with  the  cauftic  folu- 
tion,  diluted  in  rofe-water,  and  im¬ 
mediately  after,  the  ointment  was 
applied  ,to  them.  The  ulcerated  an¬ 
gles.  of  the  mouth  were  twice  a  day 
drefled  with  the  mercurial  balfamic 
ointment. 

By  this  means  the  child  flept  well 
on  the  fourth  night,  who,  for  fome 
months  before,,  .  had  very  reftlefs 
nights  j  the  angles  of  the  mouth 
were  for  two  days  rather  more  ul¬ 
cerated,  then  they  became  cleaner, 
and  on  the  tenth  day  were  perfedlly 
cured. 


The 
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The  condylomata  were  perfedly 
dry  on  the  twenty-third  day ;  the 
child  became  well,  and  there  was  no 
hgn  of  a  falivation. 

i  might  to  thefe  have  added  many 
other  obfervations,  by  which  the  fuc- 
cefsful  and  expeditious  effects  arifing 
from  the  ufe  of  this  mercurial  were 
farther  proved;  but  I  choofe  to  pafs 
them  over,  as  of  lefs  moment;  nor 
were  the  difeafes  fo  violent  as  thofe 
already  mentioned,  and  more  efpe- 
cially,  as  I  fhall  give  fuch  other  prac¬ 
tical  remarks  as  on  a  future  occafion 
may  prove  worthy  of  notice. 

In  fadl,  I  expedl  every  day  to  ex- 
perience  the  good  effedls  of  it,  and 
more  efpecially  as  I  now  underftand 
that  this  preparation  is  frequently 
piefcribed  for  the  fick  by  the  moll 

enaiennt 
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eminent  phyficians  in  this  city;  ane 
what  more  dircdly  confirms  me  ir 
this  opinion,  is  a  friendly  letter  I 
have  received  from  Mederer,  furgeor 
to  a  regiment  of  Danifii  curafliers, 
who  attefts  the  great  fuccefs  of  this 
remedy  in  a  variety  of  cafes. 

In  almofi:  all  thofe  that  ufed  this 
remedy,  I  obferved  a  greater  fecre- 
tion  of  urine,  w'hich  flowed  not  on¬ 
ly  in  larger  quantity,  but  was  mucoui 
and  foetid. 

I  have  tried  quickfilvet  tv^ice  mixed  wid 
water,  agreeable  to  the  art  found  out  by  you  : 
and  the  furgeon  general,  Mr*  Zierzoii,  a' 
Arad,  has  tried  it  above  thirty  times.  Tht 
good  fuccefs  arifing  from  k  has  occafioned  it: 
ufe  at  the  hofpital  of  Temefvar,  of  which  ' 
will  afterwards  give  you  a  particular  account 
See. — [Tranllated  from  the  German.] 

Siclo,  near  Arad, 

iftofAug,  MEDERER 
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Iu  forne,  however,  in  the  fpace  of 
a  few  days,  there  was  relief  from  a 
fpontaneous  difcharge  by  fweatingi 
in  none,  however,  did  a  diarrhoea  or 
falivation  come  on,  unlefs  when 
other  mercurial  preparations  had  in- 
tervened.  The  belly  of  all  of  them 
was  regular,  and  even  in  thofe  who 
were  otherways  coftive. 

In  fome  a  fluor  albus,  in  others  a 
gonorrhoea  v/as  brought  on  again  for 
a  few  days. 

I  have  perceived  nothing  peculiar 
occur  in  indurated  old  buboes.  I 
have  feen  tumours  of  this  kind  ren¬ 
dered  fofter  by  the  external  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  mercurial  ointment,  and 
the  internal  ufe  of  my  gummy  mer¬ 
curial,  but  have  as  yet  never  been 
able  to  effedl  a  perfedl  refolution ;  nor 
will  that  fee m  furprizing,  fince  it  is 

obvious 


[  92  } 

obvious  to  every  one,  how  obftimte 
the-fe  indurations  are,  and  how  long 
they  relift  medicines  of  the  greatell 
efficacy. 
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V 

CHAP.  III. 

Conclujions  relating  to  the  Venereal 
Difeafe,  drawn  partly  from  the  Ob- 
fervations  already  made,  and  partly 
from  ihofe  of  others. 

V^H ETHER  is  not  my  method 
to  be  preferred  upon  an  accu- 
i  rate  comparifon  of  it  with  others  in 
!  ufe  ? 

At  prefent  there  are  three  diffe- 
j  rent  methods  of  giving  Mercury. 

I  Some  apply  Mercury  externally  in 
I  the  form  of  unftion,  fo  as  to  bring 

J 

Ion  a  falivation,  and  by  thus  falivat- 
i'  ing 

a 

I 

1 

I 

■  \ 


[  94  ] 

ing  their  patients  for  fome  weeks,  at¬ 
tempt  to  cure  the  difeafe. 

Others  apply  it  externally  in  a 
very  fmall  quantity,  and  by  the  in- 
terpofition  of  purgatives,  prevent  g 
falivation. 

Others,  again,  ufe  a  variety  oH 
mercurial  .preparations  which  are  ta¬ 
ken  internally. 

From  pathology  we  learn,  thal 
five  Postulata  are  required  before 
the  venereal  virus  can  be  perfeilly 

I 

deftroyed  by  Mercury. 

1 .  That  fo  much  Mercury  be  taken 
into  the  body,  as  is  necefl'ary  foi 
overcoming  and  deftroying  the  ve¬ 
nereal  virus  that  exifts  in  it. 

2.  That  the  Mercury  flows  freelj 
through  all  the  fmall  vefTels  of  oui 
fyftem. 


3 


.  3 .  That 
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3«  -That  it  impregnates  every  par¬ 
ticle  of  our  fluids. 

4.  That  it  remains  .united  with 
our  fluids  for  fome  length  of  timcj 
and  frequently  circulates  with  them. 

5.  That  at  lafl:  the  virus  along 

♦ 

with  the  Mercury  be  conveniently 
evacuated  by  natural  excretions 

I  thall  now  In  a  few  words  enquire, 
whether  the  firft,  fecond,  and  third 
methods  are  fufficient  for  thefe  pur- 
i  pofes  ?  or  whethei:  my  method  be 
preferable  to  them  ? 

In.  a  mercurial  falivation  the  Mer- 

cfy 

,cury  is  very  thoroughly  and  copioufly 
I  blended  with  our  fluids;  but  that  it 
.is  generally  difcharged  out  of  the 
ibody  on  the  firfl  days,  appears  from 

this. 
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this,  that  a  piece  of  gold  held  in  th 
mouth  then  becomes  white;  thougl 
afterwards,  unlefs  a  frefh  quantit;; 
of  Mercury  is  taken  in,  the  faliva'ha. 
no  fuch  effedt;  a  fure  proof  that  al! 
the  Mercury  is  evacuated  from  th« 
fyftem  This  feems  to  me  to  b« 
the  reafon,  why  many  by  repeatec 
falivation  have  not  been  cured  of  th« 
venereal  difeafe,  efpecially  thofe  whc 

v 

had  a  falivation  foon  excited  in  then: 
after  the  fecond  or  third  anointing. 

O- 

by  which  the  Mercury  was  too  foon 
evacuated  out  of  the  body. 

Befides,  a  falivation  is  very  incon¬ 
venient,  is  dangerous,  does  not  give 

a  certam  cure,  is  not  critical,  nor  can 

•• 

*  Illuftr.  Von  Rofenftein  Abhandlnng  von 
denen  Kinderkrankheiten,  C,  deLue  Venerea. 

it 
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it  be'  excited  in  every  fubjeSl,  nor  is  it 
neceffary  in  any. 

All  this  may  be  demonftrated  in. 
the  following  manner : 

The  inconvenie7icies  arifing  from  it 
appear  of  themfelves,  when  we  con- 
fider  the  tedioufnefs  of  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  undlion,  the  inflammati¬ 
on  of  the  throat  that  frequently  at¬ 
tends  it,  the  fever  that  is  always  pre- 
fent,  a  necelTary  abftirience  from  al- 
mofl:  all  kinds  of  food,  an  uninter- 
f  rupted  difcharge  of  faliva  for  fix  or 
\  more  weeks,  a  continual  fear  of  fuf- 
i  focation  upon  the  leaf!;  expofure  to 
I  cold,  troublefome  exulcerations  of 
1  the  throat,  a  flinking  breath,  and 
I  finally  the  body  emaciated  after  the 
I  cure.  I  fliall  fay  nothing  of  the  con- 
jfequences  arifing  from  a  conftant 
confinement  at  home,  from  the  pu- 

E  ^  trid 
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tfid  atmofphere  that  conflantly  fur- 
rounds  him  in  his  chamber,  and  be- 
iides  of  his  being  deprived  of  the 
company  of  his  friends.  Nor  need 

I'add  more,  fince  *  Van  Swieten, 

✓ 

has  with  fo  much  clearnefs  pointed 
out  the  inconveniencies  arifng  from 
a  falivation. 

But  a  falivation  is  likwife  a  dan- 

0 

gerous  praitice;  for  the  famous  As- 
TRUC  '1'  attefts  that  there  frequently 
fupervene,  violent  Fevers,  Diarrhoea,, 
Pyfentery,  Hsemoptoe,  an  immobi¬ 
lity  of  the  jaws,  and  likewife  a  fuffo- 
cation,  and  that  too  when  the  fali¬ 
vation  has  been  moil;  properly  con- 

*  Comment.  T.  i.  135.  p.  206,  207, 

•j-  In  his  book  on  the  venereal  difeafe. 

f-  ■  <•  . 
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du<fle(! ;  and  after  him  the  moft  fkll- 
-ful  'I"  Locher  tells  us  the  fame.' 
That  falivation  is  not  a  certain  me- 

f 

thod  of  curing,  appears  from  this, 
that  there  are  many  inflances  of  pa¬ 
tients,  whofe  venereal  complaints 
have  returned  after  a  firft  and  fecond 
falivation  had  been  properly  condudt- 
ed.  Befides  Astruc  himfelf  very 
candidly  acknowledges  that  neither 
gonorrhoeas,  condylomata,  fifluli  or 
pains  in  the  bones,  exoftofis,  fcirrhus, 
caries,  rhagades,  obflinate  ulcers, 
herpetes,  lichenes,  gummata,  or  can¬ 
cers,  can  be  cured  by  a  falivation, 
altho’  inofi;  Ikilfully  managed  *. 

'  Nor  is  falivation  a  critical  dif- 
charge;  for  we  have  no  obfervation 

ro 

f  Maximil.  Locmer,  Obfervat.  pra<5licae 
circa  Luem.  p.  12. 

■  *  L.  c.  a.  pag.  427.  ad  p.  453. 
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to  prove -that  a  falivation  coming  of 
its  own  accord  ever  cured  the  vene¬ 
real  difeafe.  Befides  there  are  ma¬ 
ny  obfervations,  which  prove  that 
thofe  infedled  with  the  venereal  dif¬ 
eafe,  have  been  radically  cured  with¬ 
out  any  falivation  whatfoever.  And 
the  moft  healthy  perfon  by  taking 
Mercury,  will  have  that  foetor  in  his 
faliva,  which  attends  falivation  in  the 
venereal  difeafe. 

Nor  is  it  necejjary  for  the  cure  of 
the  venereal  difeafe ;  for  there  are 
rnany  examples  of  people  who  have 
been  violently  poxed,  and  yet  have 
been  thoroughly  cured  without  fali¬ 
vation. 

Since  then  it  may  be  demonftrated 
by  experiments  that  Mercury  cures 
tin;,  venereal  difeafe,  only  by  deftroy- 
ifrg  ihfc  virus,  it  will  eafily  appear 
•  that 
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that  fallvation  is  by  no  means  he- 
cefTary  for  that  purpofe. 

And  Mercury,  together  with  the 
venereal  virus,  may  be  more  conve¬ 
niently  and  more  eafily  evacuated  by 
the  ordinary  excretions  of  fvveat, 
fiool,  and  urine. 

Since  my  method  has  neither  the 
inconveniencies  nor  dangers  of  the 
falivating  one  attending  it,  hnce  it 
is  more  certain,  and  fmce  it  can  be 
employed  in  every  cafe,  it  eafily  ap¬ 
pears  how  preferable  it  is  to  that  of 
falivation. 

We  fhall  proceed  to  the  other 
method. 

Chicoyneau  and  Hagenot, 
two  very  eminent  men,  to  avoid  the 
inconven'encies  and  danger  attend¬ 
ing  a  falivation,  _  applied  externally 
the  mercurial  ointment  in  fmail 
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quantities;  and,  that  they  might 
prevent  falivation,  they  interpofed 
the  ufe  of  purgatives. 

But  even  by  this  method,  Mer¬ 
cury,  contrary  to  expe<5lation,  al¬ 
though  rubbed  in  fmall  quantity, 
brought  on  a  falivation  that  was 
with  difficulty  retrained;  and  be- 
fides,  the  practice  was  very  inconve¬ 
nient,  for  I  could  frequently  per¬ 
ceive  that  the  cure  was  both  flow 
.and  imperfeft,  from  the  Mercury 
being  fo  fuddenly  difcharged  out  of 
the  body  by  the  purgative.. 

Let  us  now  examine  the  third 
method. 

Among  all  the  mercurial  prepa¬ 
rations,  calomel,  fublimate  corrofive, 
red  praecipitate,  and  the  various  pa¬ 
nacea,  are  to  be  taken  notice  of ; 

1 

but  all  thcfe  are  either  acrid  or  poi- 

fononSa 
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fonous,  and  therefore  neither  can 
or  ought  to  be  given  in  large  dofes 
and  when  given  in  fmall  dofes,  they 
operate  but  flowly  in  deftroying'the 
venereal  poifon,  from  the  fmall  quan¬ 
tity  of  Mercury  they  contain. 

'  Among  thefe,  the  fublimate  cor- 
roiive  alone,  as  dilTolved  in  fpirit,  is 

V  . 

found  the  mod:  efficacious  •,  for  its 
acrimony  and  poifonous  nature  is  co¬ 
vered  by  the  oil  in  the  fpirit;  and 
when  given  properly  with  a  demul¬ 
cent  decodion,  it  very  feldom  ex¬ 
cites  a  falivation ;  the  naufeous  tafle 
of  the  fpirit  may  be  correded  by  a 
fyrup,  and  for  more  weakly  perfons 
it  may  be  preferibed  diluted  with 
water ;  and  we  mod:  certainly  learn 
■from  the  experirnents  of  Lochek, 
and  other  very  eminent  perfons,  that 
in  thoufands  of  cafes,  this  remedy  has  . 

E  4  been 
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been  attended  with  remarkable  good 
effects,  when  given  prudently,  and 
continued  for  a  length  of  time,  and 
as  I  myfelf,  for  more  than  live  or  fix 
years,  during  the  laft  war,  found 
from  my  regimental  pradice. 

I  thali  not  enquire  into  the  other 
methods  of  giving  Mercury,  becaufe 
they  are  without  efficacy,  or  ex¬ 
ploded  from  pradice.  . .  Thus 

iEthiops  and  cinnabar,  fo  much  re¬ 
commended  by  Boerhaave  in¬ 
ternally,  in  the  cure  of  the  venereal 
difeafe,  are  found  to  have  no  effi¬ 
cacy. —  Thus  fome  join  quickfilver 
with  purgatives;  others  with  balfam 
of  Peru,  turpentine,  camphor,  and 
fugar :  By  thefe  various  additi¬ 
ons,  the  evacuating  power  of  Mer- 

*  Chem.  T.  II.  p.  432,  and  T.  I.-  p.  578. 
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cury  is  increafed  j  it  is  too  foon  dif- 
charged  by  ftool,  urine,  or  fweat  • 
nor  do  thefe  additions,  even  when 
frequently  repeated,  reftrain  faliva- 
tion  j  nay  even  by  thefe  means  Mer¬ 
cury  direds  its  courfe  fooner  to  this 
excretory. 

From  all  thefe '  circumftances  it 
will  appear  that  the  gummy  mer¬ 
curial  is  to  be  preferred  to  all  the 
other  preparations  hitherto  known  ; 
becaufe,  during  its  ufe,  the  incon- 

'  '  k 

venience  and  danger  of*  a  falivation 

»  * 

are  never,  or  but. very  feldbm,  to-  be 
apprehended,  becaufe  it  can  be  taken, 
fafely  into  our  lyftem  in  very  large 

.and  fufficient  dofes,  becaufe  it  cir- 

* 

culates  readily  with  our-  fluids,  be¬ 
caufe  it  operates  fooner  upon  the  ve¬ 
nereal  poifon,  and  may  be  fafely  em¬ 
ployed  in  every  cafe  whatfoever. 

.  '  E  5  It 
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It  may  be  proper  to  join  the  fol¬ 
lowing  corollaries  ^o  thofe  conclu- 
, lions  already  drawn  ; 

1.  Mercury  alone  is  fufficient  for 

<  # 

deftroying  venereal  poifon. 

2.  Mercury,  when  topically  ap¬ 
plied  to  venereal  parts,  adls  foonei 
and  more  certainly  on  the  poifor 
which  topically  exiils  in  that  part  tc 
which  it  is  applied. 

3.  Therefore  Mercury  ought  to  be 
«fed  both  'internally  and  externally  al 
the  fame  time, 

4.  Mercury  more  efpecially  deftroy: 
the  venereal  virus  in  the  folids  of  oui 
body,  and  not  the  efFeds  arifing  fron 
fuch  a  virus.  The  difeafes  that  re¬ 
main  after  falivation  fufficiently  prov< 
this. 


5.  There- 
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5-  Therefore,  during  and  after  the 
ufe  of  - Mercury,  other  remedies  are 
indicated,  and  ought  to  be  prefcribed 
for  venereal  patients,  according  to 
the  variety  of  their  fymptoms. 

Hence  no  one  pught  to  cenfure  me, 
'becaiife,  according  to  circumftances, 
I  frequently  joined  other  medicines 
to  the  mercurial  i  but  I  will  commu¬ 
nicate  the  fpecific  cure  of  every  ve- 
nereal  'diforder  in  another  work. 

j. 


CO 
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CHAP.  IV. 


A  new  Theory  of  the  ABion  of  Mercury 
on  the  falivary  Glands. 


OF  all  the  animal  fluids.  Mer¬ 
cury  has  the  greatefl;  afSnitj 
with  mucus. 

Experiments  i,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6 
evidently  fliow,  that  Mercury  is  ver 
eaflly  extinguithed  by  it,  and  tha 
at  afterwards  remains  extinguifhed 
although  diluted  with  water,  am 
kept  for  fome  months ;  nor  doe 
the  fame  fucceed  with  blood,  ferum 
I  th 
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the  yolk,  white  of  an  egg,  or  animal 
gluten.  ’ 

Mercury,  when  extinguiihed  by 

t 

gum  arabic,  is  limilar  to  that  which 
is  efFedled  by  uniting  it  with  animal 
mucilage,. and  by  means  of  this  men- 
ftruum  it  may  be  very  readily  mixed 
with  the  other  fluids  of  our  body. 
-This  is  proved  by  Experiment  8. 

.  Mercury,  .  when .  taken  by  the 
mouth,  or  when  abforbed  into  the 
blood,  by  being  externally  applied, 
firfl;  of  all  meets  with  mucus  in  the 
•throat,  ■ 

■  For  being  thrown  out  by  the  aorta 
into  the  carotids,  it  meets  with 
no  mucous  glands,  but  in  the  throat 

and  cavities  of  the  nofe 

;  _  Aj 

ried  here,  it  joins  itfelf  to  the  mucus 
by  the  principle  of  affinity  and  ad-- 
hefion,  and  is  retained  in  thefe 

glandsa 
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glands,  which  it  would  pafsj  'if  the 
attradlion  of  the  mucus  did  not  pre¬ 
vent  dt. 

Hence  it  is  underftood,  why  there 
is  a  congeftion  of  fluids  and  tumour 
in  the  throat  before  a  falivation.  And 
it  is  evident  that  this  by  no  means 
proceeds  from  the  circulation  alone, 
or  the  impetus  arifingfrom  the  quick- 
fllver,  but  the  reafon  why  the  Mer¬ 
cury  adheres  to  thefe  organs  is  to  be 
fought  for  in  the  fingulat  affinity 
which  it  has  with  mucus. 

This  being  firfl;  necelTarily  explain¬ 
ed,  I  fliall  now  mention  fome  other 
circumftances,  that  we  may  under- 
•ftand  the  theory  of  falivation. 

All  the  fecretory  fyftem  poflbfs  a 
fpecific  irritability,  by  which  means 
they  are  not  excited  into  general  ac- 

I  tion 
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tion  by  every  ftimulus,  but  only  by 
fome  particular  ones. 

This  is  proved  by  many  obferva- 
tions,  and  may  be  taken  as  a  truth. 
Thus  cantharides  more  efpecially 
ftimulatcs  the  urinary  parts,  and 
•thofe  of  generation ;  emeticks  the 
ilomach ;  purgatives,  although  injed;- 
ed  into  the  veins  of  a-dog,  or  exter¬ 
nally  applied  to  the  abdomen  of  a 
■child,  will  Simulate  the  inteftines, 
-and  bring  on  Diarrhoea.  The  va- 

^  O 

••pour  from  burning  fulphur  will  irri¬ 
tate  the  nerves  of  the  lungs,  al¬ 
though  it  will  not  eafily  irritate  the 
nofe.  The  unfavoury  juice  of  the 
beet,  though  void  of  acrimony,  will 
-excite  fneezin^^i  a  glaring  light 
will  violently  affed  the  eye,  which 

*  Cl.Profeffar  Crantz,  Mat.  Med.  T.  i. 

pro- 


/ 
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i 

produces  no  change  in  the  reft  of  our 
body. 

It  is  therefore  not  repugnant  to 
reafon  to  fay,  that,  by  the  fame  law, 
the  organs  that  fecrete  mucus  and 
faliva  are  irritated  by  Mercury,  as  a 
fpecific  ftimulus  j  fo  that  the  fecre- 
tion  of  both  becorhes  much  greater 
than  it  was  formerly. 

This  opinion,  befides  being  found¬ 
ed  upon  certain  principles,  corre- 
fponds  exadtly  with  effecfts.  I  fee, 
however,  an  objection  that  may  be 
offered,  which  is  this :  that  al¬ 
though  it  be  allowed  that  Mercury 
/ 

may  be  united  and  retained  in  the 
mucus  of  the  glands  of  the  throat, 
and  affedl  thefe  organs  by  its  ftimu¬ 
lus,  it  does  not  from  hence  appear, 
why  there  is  fo  plentiful  a  difcharge 
from  the  falivary  glands,  fince  Mer¬ 
cury 
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cury  is  not  fo  ealily  extinguifbed  by 
faliva  as  by  mucus. 

This  objedlion  may  be  properly 
anfwered,  and  not  from  fancy,  but 
from  attending  to  the  phaenomena  of 
nature.  ' 

A  confiderable  flow  of  tears  follow 
from  a  fmall  grain  of  fand  falling 
into  the  eye,  and  this,  by  irritating 
the  lachrymal  gland,  although  the 
fand  had  not,  nor  could  ever  have 
reached  it.  A  copious  flow  of  faliva 
will  be  produced,  by  the  application 
of  an  acrid  aromatic  fubftance,  to 
the  end  of  the  tongue,  and  thus  the 
falivary  glands  are  Simulated,  altho’ 
the  flimulus  be  not  applied  to  them, 

I  but  to  the  papillae  of  the  tongue.-— 
From  a  naufea  of  the  ftomach,  a 
Ipitting  is  brought  on,  although  the 
caufe  be  m  a  diftant  part;  and  the 

throat. 
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throat  being  irritated  by  a  feather,  a 
large  quantity  of  faliva  will  be  dif-  , 
charged.  Although  therefore  Mer¬ 
cury  be  accumulated  more  in  the 
m'ucuos  glands  of  the  throat,  than 
in  the  falivary,  yet  the  latter  may  be 
very  powerfully  irritated  by  lympa- 
thy,  fo  that  the  falivary  fecretion  is 
even  more  increafed  than  that  of 
mucus. 

Therefore  the  caufe  of  a  faliva- 
tion  frora  Mercury,  arifes  from  its 
adhering  to  the  mucous  glands  of  the 
throat,  and  hence  the  falivary  glands 
are  ftimulated  by  fympathy.  | 

‘Norydoes  it  feem  furprizing,  that  | 
.the  falivary  glands  are  even  irritated  I 

i 

by  bland  Mercury,  in  its  iimple  ftate, , 
and  not  rendered  acrid  by  falts  j  for' 
it  is  not  necelfary,  that  an.  irritating; 
ilimulus  Ihould  have  acrimony-^  the 

mild 
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mild  juice  of  the  beet  irritates  the 

nofe,‘  and  excites  violent  fneezing  : 

warm  infipid  water  irritates  the  heart 

and  inteftines,  and  excites  them  into 

\ 

aftion :  there  is*  likewife  a  peculiar 
irritability  in  different  parts  of  the 
human  body,  and  there  are  likewife 
fpecific  ffimuli,  which  correfpond  to 
this. 

Mercury  extinguifhed  by  gum 
arabic  cannot  exercifedts  fpecific  fti- 
•mulus  on  the  falivary  glands. 

All  the  pradlical  obfervations  re¬ 
lated  in  Chap.  li.  prove  this.  I  have 
knov/n  fome  perfons,  who  were  very 
pituitous,  take  a  large  quantity  of 
calomel  without  falivation ;  and  I 
have  known  two  others,  who  having 
had  falivation  excited  by  other  mer¬ 
curials,  upon  the  taking  of  gum 
arabic  emulfion,  have  it  leileneda 
and  at  laft  removed. 

From 


4 
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From  whence  we  learn,  how  won¬ 
derful  and  unexpedted  properties  a- 

rife  from  the  mixture  of  ditterent 

% 

bodies.  A  fimple  mucilage  deftroys 
the  fpecific  ftimulus  of  Mercury  j 

while  at  the  fame  time  its  anti-vene- 

» 

real  virtues  are  preferved  !  Hence  the 
illuflrious  ■*  Van  Swieten  very  pro¬ 
perly  prefcribes  for  thofe  who  take 
his  folution  of  fublimate  corrofive,  a 
large  quantity“*of  barley  water,  or 
of  fome  fuch  emollient  decodlion. 
Thefe  mucilages  are  the  fitteft  for 
covering  Mercury,  fo  that  it  may  not 
exert  its  ftimulus  on  the  falivary 

Mercury  extinguifhed  by  mucus 
paffes  more  ealily  into  the  blood,  ei- 

*  In  his  letter  to  Cl.  JoH.  Benevenut, 
inferted  Comment,  de  rebus  in  fcient.  nat.  & 
med.  geftis,  T.  v.  p.  717. 

thei 
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'  ther  by  the  primse  vi^,  or  when  ex- 
'  ternally  applied,  than  crude  Mercu* 

[  ry  not  extinguifhed. 

I  For  quicklilver,  fwallowed  in  its 
i  crude  ftate,  paffes  through  the  intef-  ' 

I 

1  tines,  by  its  weight,  nor  does  it  ad- 
f  here  to  theni,  and,  although  there  is 
'  a  large  quantity  of  rnucus  in  the 
■  primae  viae,  yet  Mercury  is  not  fo 
'  well  extinguiflied  by  it,  as  tojemain 
!  united  in  the  manner  it  does,  when 
I  thoroughly  extinguiflied  by  the  peftle 
I  of  a  mortar  :  every  body  mull:  allow 
L  the  truth  of  this  aflertion.  For  the 

j 

[  particles  of  Mercury  thus  mutually 
attradf  one  another,  and  as  long  as 
^  this  attraction  is  Wronger,  than  the 
attraction  with  the  mucus,  there  will 
be  no  extinction. 

The  mucous  mercurial  circulates 

F 

more  eafily  and  equably  through  the 

veffels,  , 
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velTciS,  than  when  united  with  a 

fatty  ointment. 

Mercury  has  a  lefs  affinity  with 
fat,  than  with  mucus  -f-.  Hence 
frequently  when  Mercury  is  united 
with  fat,  it  makes  its  efcape  from  it 
in  the  body,  and  takes  its  courfe  to 
the  glands  of  the  throat,  and  excites 
falivation ;  or  to  the  mucous  glands 
of  the  inteftines,  and  excites  diarrhoea, 
fometimes  to  the  fynovial  glands,  cauf- 
ing  a  hiffnefs  of  the  joints,  more  efpe- 
cially  to  the  knees,  where  there  are  a 
much  greater  number  of  mucous 
glands.  ■  I  have  obferved  that  the 
throat,- the  inteftines,  and  the  joints 
are  chiefly  affefted  by  Mercury. 

.  On  the  other  hand,  when  Mercury 
is  extinguilhed  by  mucus,  it  readily 


t  Vid.  Exp.  6.  and  Exp.  15. 


mixes 
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mixes  with  all  the  fluids  of  our  body  : 
and  therefore  fafely  circulates  with 
them,  through  all  the  vafcular  fyflem, 
and' is  equally  diftributed  over  the 
wholes  nor  is  there  any  reafon  for 
its  remaining  in  the  mucous  glands, 
while  it  is  previoufly  faturated  with 
a  fufficient  quantity  of  mucus. 

Hence  likewife  we  underfland  why 
the  mucous  mercurial,  even  thoueh 

I  ^ 

taken  in  large  quantity,  does  not  fa-  # 
livate,  and.  why  its  power  of  curing 
the  venereal- difeafe  is  more  expedi¬ 
tious  than  that  of  all  the  other  mer- 
curial  preparations,  flnce  it  is  fo  e- 
quably-  diffufed  through  the  whole 
mafs  of  blood,  and  can  be  taken  with 
impunity  in  a  larger  dofe  than  any 
other.  Myrobfervations,  as  well  as 
thofe  of  others,  confirm  this. 


But 


V 
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■'  But  how  Mercury  ads  on  the  ve-- 
nereal  virus  in  deftroying  it,  no  per- 
fon  can  determine,  unlefs  the  nature 
of  this  virus  was  perfedly  known; 

I  am  willing  to  confefs'  my  igno¬ 
rance  in  this  matter,  and  what  I' 
have  advanced  concerning  the  theory 
of  falivation,  I  mean  to  be  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  judgment  of  eminent  men, 
as  hypothetical ;  and  it  will  afford 
me  pleafure,  if  any  one,  will  find  out 
and  demonflrate  a  better  theory  con¬ 
cerning  the  wonderful  adion  of  Mer¬ 
cury. 


Mercurial 
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Mercurial  Formulae. 


No.I.SIMPLE  MERCURIAL 

SOLUTION. 

Mercurii  vivi  depuratlffimi, 
Gummi  arabici, 

terantur  invicem  in  mortario  lapideo, 
addito  medio  cochleari,  aquae  furna¬ 
riae,  donec  mercurius  penitus  'dif- 
pareat  in  mucum. 

Exadle  fubadis  admifce  fenfim 
conterendo 
Syrupi  kermefini  ^fs. 

Aquae  furnariae  5viij. 

D.  S.  mane&  vefperi  cochlearia  duo. 


F 


No.  11. 
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No.  II.  BALSAMIC  MERCU¬ 
RIAL  SOLUTION. 

Balfami  Copaiv.®.  .  v  ,  ...  ^ 

Gummi  arabici  ana 
terendo  fubigantur.  Exade  fubadis 
adde  fenfim  conterendo 
Syrupi  kermehni  jij. 

Aqu®  fumari®  jij. 

tota  h®c  folutio  mifceatur  cum  priori 
(No.  1.)  bene  concuflb  vafe  denter 
mane  6c  vefperi  cochlearia  duo. 

No.III.  CAUSTIC  SOLUTION 

for  the  CONDYLOMATA. 

\ 

Aqu®  fortis  |j. 

Mercurii  vivi  2ij. 

Plumbi  fimpl.  gifs, 
fiat  leni  calore  folutio. 

No.  IV.  MERCURIAL  SYRUP, 
Mercurii  vivi  gfs. 

Gummi  arabici.  gifs. 


teranture 
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terantur  anvicem  in  mortario  lapideo 
addito  medio  cochleari  aquas  fumari$, 
donec  mercurius  difpareat  in  mu¬ 
cum, 

'  fenfim  conterendo  admifce 
Syrupi  violarum 
Aquas  florum  fambuci 
•D.  S.  pro  infante  cochleare  coffee 
mane  &  vefperi. 

N6.  V.  MERCURIAL  PILLS* 

R.  Mercurii  vivi 

Gummi  arabici  jij. 

Terantur  invicem  addito  medio  coch* 

'  leari  aquas  in  mucum. 

Huic  bene  fubadlo  adde 
Extradl.  cicutae 
Pulveris  liquiritiae  q.  f. 
m.  f.  pii.  gr.  ij.  S.  mane  et  vefperi  fex 
pro  dofi. 


No  VL 
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No.  VI.  S I M  PL  E  MERC  U-t 
RIAL  OINTMENT. 

R.  Mercurii  vivi 

Gummi  arabici  aa  ^fs. 

Subigantur  addito  cochleari  aqu$  in 
mucum. 

Huic  admifce 

Unguenti  nutriti  recent,  ^j.  ni. 
d.  ufui. 

Subinde  camphorani  &  faponcm 
liigrum,  quando  tumoribus  induratis, 
fubinde  balfamum  quando  ulceribus 
illud  adhibui,  addidi. 

No.  VII.  SIMPLE  MERCU¬ 
RIAL  CERATE. 

R.  Mercurii  vivi 

Gummi  arabici-aa  5fs. 

Subigantur  addito  cochleari  aquas  in 
mucum. 

Adde  cerse  liquefadae  &  butyri 
Cacao  q.  f.  pro  formando  cerato,  d. 
ufui. 


A  P  P  E  N- 


APPENDIX. 


HE  different  and  even  oppoflte 


i  opinions  which  prevail  con¬ 
cerning  the  cure  of  the  Venereal  Dif- 
eafe,  fufficiently  prove  that  we  are 
not  yet  properly  informed  of  the  mod; 
effectual  means  of  eradicating  it,  and 
of  determining  the  operation  and  ac¬ 
tion  of  Mercury,  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  is  heft  fuited  for  the  cure  of  par¬ 
ticular  lymptoms.  Inquiries  into 
this  fubjedl  (hould  be  made  by  per- 
fons  well  apprifed  of  the  difficulty, 
well  acquainted  with  the  difeafe  in  its 
various  forms  and  appearances,  and 
who  had  rather  derive  a  reputatio'i 
from  performing  radical  cures,  than 
from  palliating  particular  lymptoms, 
while  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe  became 
more  confirmed  in  the  habit. 


Were 
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Were  we  to  enter  upon  this  fub- 
jei5t,  we  fhould  find  it  necefl'ary  to 
lay  down  principles  that  are  pofitive 
and  immutable,  founded  upon  expe¬ 
rience  and  obfervation,  deduced  from 
reafon,  and  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  animal  oeconomy.  The  errors 
v/hich  have  fo  generally  prevailed, 
have  arifen  from  conclufions  drawn 
from  ill-founded  principles  and  falfe 
fads. 

.  The  nature  of  the  Venereal  Virus 
is  perhaps  unknown  :  it  is  too  fubtile 

*  r  ■  ■  - 

to  be  examined  by  chymical  anaryfis'i 
it  can  only  be  difcovered  in  its  effeds. 

Its  operation  upon  the  human  body 
differs  according  to  the  parts  which 
are  primarily  affeded,  to  the  manner 
in  which  it  has  been  communicated, 
and  perhaps,  according  to  the  degree 
of  virulency  in  the  original  infedion. 
In  Ibme  it  unites  more  readily  with 
the  fluid  parts  of  the  body,  and  pro¬ 
duces 
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duces  its  efFedls  in  the  different  or¬ 
gans  of  fecretion  ;  in  others  it  attacks 
the  more  folid  bones,  and  infinuates 
'itl'elf  into  their  very  fubflance.  In 
fome  it  caufes  the  moft  fix’d  and  ex'- 
cruciating  pains ;  in  others  the  mofl 
virulent  and  fanious  ulcers ;  in  many 
it  lays  in  the  conftitution,  dormant 
and  inadlive,  ready  to  break  forth  in 
various  forms,  and  with  much  violence, 
from  the  operation  of  fome  occafional 
caufe.  ’ 

It  is  frequently  difficult  to  diffin- 
guifh  it  frpm  other  difeafesj  and  while 
it  remains  feemingly  in  an  inactive 
flate,  it  is  multiplying  itfelf  in  the 
conftitution,  and  is  even  then  con¬ 
tagious  in  its  effedls.  It  is  likewife 
influenced  by  a  diveruty  of  tempera¬ 
ment  j  the  moft  virulent  infection  in 
fome  conftitutions  produces  a  more 
gentle  difeafe,  while  in  others  the 
flighteft  infcdion  gives  rife  to  the 
moft  violent  and  obftinate  fymptoms. 

F  4  '  We 
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We  likewife  find  from  experience, 
that  fymptoms,  which  from  their 
nature  and  appearance,  threaten  to 
become  obfiinate  and  fometimes 
fatal,  will  unexpededly  give  way 
to  fome  particular  preparations  of 
Mercury  which  have  proved  un- 
fuccefsful  in  the  milder  fiate .  of 
this  difeafe.  For  this  reafon  it  is  of 
the  utmofi:  importance  to  ftudy  the 
feparate  effedls  and  operations  of 
particular  preparations ;  for  there  is 
no  one  method 'of  cure  abfolute  and 
infallible  in  every  cafe  which  may 
occur. 

The  Venereal  Difeafe  is  found  fre¬ 
quently  complicated  with  other  dif- 
orders,  which  may  render  the  ufe  of 
Mercury  improper }  hence  contrary 
indications  occur  which  require  the 
niceft  judgment  todetermine;  and  the 
united  operation  of  fuch  medicines  are 
necefl'ary  as  may  prevent  the  Mercury 
from  injuring  the  conftitution.  Much 

fkill 
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fkill  and  difcernment  is  required  to 
diftinguiih  between  urgent  fymptoms 
that  require  immediate  affiftance,  and 
fuch  as  only  arife  from  the  diredt  adli- 
on  of  the  proximate  caufe,  and  which 
will  naturally  difappear  when  the  caufe 
of  the  difeafe  is  removed.  The  ma¬ 
ny  indications  which  prefent  them- 
felves  renders  it  abfurd .  to  fuppofe 
that  there-  is  one  invariable  method 
of  curing  this  difeafe.  The  cure 
muft  be  fuited  to  the  ftrength,  age, 
fex,  temperament  and  conflitution 
of  the  patient,  as  well  as  to  the  ftate 
of  fymptoms. 

Though  there  may  be  fome  one 
general  plan  of  treatment  preferable 
to  moll;  others,  by  which  Mercury, 
may  be  introduced  in  the  greatell 
quantity,  and  in  the  mod;  adtive  flate, 
by  which  fudden  and  great  evacu¬ 
ations  may  be  avoided,  yet  it  is  high¬ 
ly  abfurd  to  believe  that  all  the 

F  5  fymptoms 
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iymptoms  of  this  difeafe  can  give 
way  to  any  one  method  of  admihi- 
firing  this  medicine.  Without  at¬ 
tending  to  the  proper  circumftan- 
ces  of  the  patient  the  moft  efficacious 
remedies  maybe  improperly  direded, 
and  become  even  dangerous  in  their 
operation  ;  tho’  nobody  can  deny  the 
efficacy  of  the  Bark  in  the  cure  of 
Fevers,  yet  it  ought  not  to  be  indif- 
crimlnately  employed  in  every  ftage 
of  Fever,  and  its  operation  may  in 
fome  particular  inftances  be  rendered 
fafer  by  a  judicious  combination  of 
other  remedies ;  it  is  the  fame  with 
regard  to  Mercury  in  the  cure  of  the 
Venereal  Difeafe.  There  are  many 
amperfedt  cures  from  the  ufe  of  fome 
preparations  of  Mercury ;  difagreeable 
fymptoms  follow  the  ufe  of  others  > 
and  as  in  chymical  combination  it 
often  acquires  greater  degrees  of  ac¬ 
tivity,  and  is  more  readily  conveyed 
-t  to 


f  131  ] 

to  a£l  upon  particular  parts  j  a  change 
in  the  preparation  frequently  pro¬ 
duces  a  lading  and  effe£lual  cure,  in 
fuch  cafes,  where  an  obftinate  perfe- 
verance  in  one  treatment  aggravated 
every  fymptom  of  the  difeafe  :  An 
accuracy  of  judging,  founded  upon  an 
extenfive  experience,  is  therefore  ne- 
ceffary  to  determine  the  bed  method 
of  cure,  in  what  manner  it  is  to  be 

varied,  according  to  the  date  and 
fymptoms  of  the  diforder. 

Such  is  the  nature  of  this  difeafe, 
that  its  fymptoms  will  readily  difap- 
pear  under  a  courfe  of  Mercury,  while 
the  caufe  of  the  diforder  dill  remains 
in  the  conditution  j  the  more  acrid 
and  faline  preparations  of  Mercury 
produce  more  readily  this  temporary 
effedt,  and  hence  the  relief  afforded 
by  them  has"  expofed  us  to  much 
fallacy.  Warm  bathing,  and  many 
external  applications  will  for  a  time 

F  6  remove 
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remove  Venereal  eruptions  and  c- 
ven  Venereal  pains;  but  fo  far 
are  fuch  external  applications  from 
promoting  the  radical  cure,  that  they 
will  fometirnes  produce  a  more  in¬ 
veterate  difeafe,  by  determining  the 
Venereal  Virus  upon  the  internal 
parts.  Many  Venereal  Aphth$  or 
Chancres  may  eafily  be  cured  by  ex¬ 
ternal  efcharotics;  but  if  Mercury  is 
not  properly  adminiftered,  the  difeafe 
will  break  out  upon  fome  other  part 
of  the  body.  A  Gonorrhoea  may  be 
cured  by  injedions,  but  it  is  liable 
to  return  again  if  Mercurials  are  not 
employed.  It  mull  be  allowed  how¬ 
ever,  that  there  are  many  local  af- 
fedions  independent  of  any  difeafe 
in  the  habit,  which  can  only  be  cur¬ 
ed  by  external  applications  to  the 
difeafed  parts.  And  as  the  negled 
of  topical  applications  in  fuch  cafes 
has  been  produdive  of  infinite  mif- 
chief,  by  conveying  freih  infedion 

into 


[  133  ] 

into  the  conftitution,  an  early  and 
a  -judicious  ufe  of  external  applicati¬ 
ons  to  a  part  recently  and  primarily 
affected,  while  an  attention  is  flill 
paid  to  the  general  habit,  often  leffens 
the  quantity  of  infection  introduced. 

Mercury  being  confidered  as  the 
only  fpecific  which  can  cure  the  Ve¬ 
nereal  difeafe,  and  its  action  in  de- 
flroying  the  virus,  independent  of  any 
evacuation  or  other  fenhble  opera¬ 
tion  it  may  produce,  all  that  by 
many  is  fuppofed  neceffary  to  cure 
th  is  difeafe,  is  to  prefcribe  this 
medecine  in  any  formj  and  the 
pradlice  by  undion,  conduded  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  avoid  a  falivation, 
has  been  juftly  confidered  as  one  of 
the  mofi:  certain  and  efficacious  me¬ 
thods  of  cure  j  for  by  this  means  we 
avoid  the  difagreeable  adion  ofMer- 
cury  upon  the ftomach  and  inteftines. 

It  is  now  generally  allowed  that  fa- 

:  livation 
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livation  is  not  neceflary  to  the  cure 
of  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  that  the 
conftitutlon  is  frequently  impaired 
by  it,  that  it  expofes  the  patients  to 
many  inconveniencies,  and  that  it 
limits  us  in  employing  the  neceflary 
quantity  of  Mercury,  which  is  eva¬ 
cuated  too  early  and  before  the  cure 
can  be  effeded  :  befides,  inftances  oc¬ 
cur  every  day  in  practice,  where  the 
difeafe  has  been  fuccefsfully  treated 
by  an  alterative  courfe  of  Mercury 
after  repeated  falivations  had  proved 
ineffedual.  In  my  opinion,  we  may 
with  equal  propriety  fay,  that  blifliers 
cannot  prove  ufeful  in  the  cure  of 
fevers  or  topical  inflammations,  with¬ 
out  producing  a  flrangury,  as  to  fay 
that  Mercury  cannot  cure  the  Vene¬ 
real  Difeafe  without  producing  fali- 
vationj  and  the  free  ufe  of  gum  ara- 
bic  and  other  mucilages  corredts  the 
inflammatory  acrimony  of  both  upon 
the  fame  principles. 


Since 
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Since  the  publication  of  the  laft  edi¬ 
tion  of  this  performance,  I  have  had 
additional  proofs  of  the  fuperior  ef¬ 
ficacy  of  the  precipitate  I  there  re¬ 
commended,  and  that  its  operation 
is  frequently  by  urine. 

I  have  had  likewife  farther  proofs 
of  the  advantages  arifing  from  the  in¬ 
ternal  ufe  of  Mercury  properly  tritu¬ 
rated  by  gum  arabic,  in  which  form 
it  is  eafy  and  gentle  in  its  operation  j 
it  may  be  employed  with  fafety  in 
the  moft  delicate  conftitutions  under 
the  moft  unfavourable  circumftances  : 
yet  I  muft  acknowledge,  that  there 
are  fome  cafes  in  which  it  has  not 
anfwered  my  expeftations,  and  where 
from  the  principles  I  formerly  laid 

down  I  had  recourfe  to  other  prepar- 
« 

atidhs  'with  fuccefs.  Mercury  cer- 
tainly  acquires  greater  powers  and 
adlivity  by  being  united  to  acids,  as 
in  corrofive  fublimate,  in  which  ftate 

its 
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its  operation  is  determined  more  rea¬ 
dily  to  thelkin;  and  I  have  frequent¬ 
ly  feen  venereal  pains  and  difeafes  of 
the  bones  yield  to  this  preparation, 
that  had  refilled  falivation  by  undi- 
on  :  Mercury  therefore,  in  fome  pre¬ 
parations,  will  cure  more  elfedually 
than  the  fame  quantity  could  in  o- 
thersi  but  as  in  a  faline  form  it  is 
too  acrid  to  be  introduced  in  any  con- 
fiderable  quantity,  as  in  that  flate  it 
feems  rather  calculated  to  remove 
particular  and  urgent  fymptoms,-  than 
to  cure  a  habit  univerfally  difeafed  j 
we  prefer  the  ufe  of  Mercury  in  the 
form  of  undion,  or  what  will  anfwer 
a  fimilar  purpofe  when  rendered  ac¬ 
tive  by  triture  in  the  form  prefcrib- 
ed  below.  ■  .  ,  f  j  i  > 

Though  I  believe  the  operation 
of  Mercury  in  removing  particular 
fymptoms  may  be  affifled  by  antimo- 
nials,^  farfaparilla,  mezereon,  guaiac, 

and 
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and  other  medicines,  yet  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  that  cures  have  been  vainly 
attributed  to  thefe,  which  could  not 
have  been  performed  independent  of 
the  Mercury ;  and  from  the  prejudi¬ 
ces  generally  prevailing  againft  the 
ufe  of  Mercury,  the  public  have 
been  deceived  by  boafled  fpecifics, 
which  have  been  faid  to  contain  no 
Mercury,  though  fuch  of  them  as 
have  acquired  any  degree  of  reputa¬ 
tion,  have  been  found  by  a  careful 
analyfis  to  have  Mercury  in  their 
compohtion. 

As  Mercury  has  proved  fo  fuccefs- 
ful  in  the  cure  of  the  fciatic,  obfti- 
nate  chronic  rheumatifms,  and  many 
other  difeafes  j  as  it  is  probably  the' 
befl:  alterative  medicine  in  glandular 
obftrudions;  an  attention  to  the  com¬ 
parative  efficacy  of  its  feveral  pre¬ 
parations  is  of  the  greateft  confe- 
quence.  Every  new  preparation  there¬ 
fore 
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fore  may  bring  additional  virtues,  and 
I  earneftly  recommend  that  precipi¬ 
tate  from  calomel  prefcribed  below. 


The  general  reception  which  Mr. 
Plenck’s  performance  has  met- 
with,  in  this  country,  as  well  as  the 
novelty  of  his  reafoning,  led  me  to 
enquiries  which  could  not  fail  of  be¬ 
ing  of  public  utility,  in  fo  far  as  the 
refult  of  them  might  throw  conh- 
derable  light  ©n  the  nature  of  fuch 
preparations  of  Mercury  as  were  but 
little  underftood,  though  allowed  by 
modern  practitioners  to  be  the  moft 
efficacious,  and  the  fafeft  in  the  cure 
of  the  Venereal  Difeafe. 

I  have  always  been  much  difpofcd 
to  fufpedl  the  accuracy  of  the  rea¬ 
foning  introduced  by  Mr.  Plenck 
in  the  chemical  part  of  his  workj 
but  was  determined,  only,  to  find 
out  its  fallacy  by  fuch  experiments 
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as  were  beft  adapted  to  the  purpofe. 
From  thefe,  and  from  praftice,  as 
well  as  from  the  obfervations  of  niy 
friends,  I  may  confidently  affert,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Plenck, 
that  gum  arabic  has  no  fpecific  af¬ 
finity  with  Mercury  j  that  Mercury, 
when  properly  triturated  with  it,  is 
powerfully  adive  ^  and  that  though 
perhaps  it  is  lefs  apt  to  falivate  than 
other  preparations,  yet  there  is  no 
means  we  can  employ  to  obviate  en¬ 
tirely  the  falivating  power  of  Mer¬ 
cury  in  particular  circumllances,  but 
by  fuch  additions  as  will  defiroy  its 
anti-venereal  .effeds. 

Mr.  Plenck  has  found  from  a 
variety  of  trials,  that  gum  arabic  in 
the  ffate  of  a  mucilage  promotes. the 
extindion  of  the  globules  of  Mercury 
more  than  moft  other  fubffances.  In 
this  opinion  he  is  in  fome  meafure 
right;  but  from  the  experiments 

which 
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which  I  have  made,  I  find  honey  im 
every  refpedt  well  fitted  for  an  expe-j 
ditious  extindion ;  gum  tragacanth,,, 
■  though  a  lefs  foluble  fubftance  than 
gum  arable,  when  converted  by  warm 
water  into  a  ftate  of  mucilage,  and 
kept  in  that  form  by  heat  during  its 
triture  with  Mercury,  feems  evtn  to 
promote  the  extindion '  of  its  glo¬ 
bules  more  than  gum  arable. 

In  fad,  the  circumftance  necef- 
fary  to  effed  this  purpofe,  is  the  in- 
terpofition  of  a  body,  more  efpe- 
cially  of  a  vifeid  nature,  which  will 
keep  the  mercurial  particles  at  a  dif- 
tance  from  one  another,  till  the  pro¬ 
per  triture  be  employed  for  produc¬ 
ing  a  change,  which  we  fhall  by  and 
by  explain. 

Mr.  Plenck  has  moft  unphilofo- 
phically  introduced  the  term  of  affi¬ 
nity  to  fignify  a  combination,  which 
he  fuppofes  to  take  place  between 
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Mercury  and  gum  arable :  the  term 
of  attra<3lon  or  affinity  in  chemiftry 
is  only  applied  to  exprefs  that  com¬ 
bination  which  takes  place  between 
two  bodies,  when  they  remain  united 
together  for  any  length  of  time,  and 
when  they  only  admit  of  a  feparation 
cither  by  the  force  of  fire  or  the  inter- 
pofition  of  a  third  body :  nay,  he  goes 
farther,  and  endeavours  to  convince, 
that  there  is  even  a  fpecific  eledive  at- 
tradfion  between  Mercury  and  gum 
arabic  j  but  if  this  was  the  cafe,  a 
change  of  properties  fliould  arife  from 
their  union,  and  if  Mercury  was  pre- 
vioufly  united  or  triturated  with  other 
mucilages,  gum  arabic  fliould,  upon 
being  applied,  occafion  a  feparation 
from  them,  and  form  a  union  with  it 
itfelf.  But  Mr.  Plenck  has  brought 
no  experiments  in  proof  of  this  fupe- 
rior  attradion;  and  I  find  from  expe¬ 
riment  that  gum  arabic  only  ads  as 

a 


[  H2  J 

a  mucilage;  that  other  mucilages  will 
do  the  fame ;  and  from  mixing  equal 
quantities  of  honey  and  gum  arabic 
together,  I  have  obtained  a  more  per- 
fedl  triture  than  by  gum  arabic  alone. 

When  Mercury  is  expofed  to  a 
long  and  tedious  triture  by  itfelf,  a 
quantity  of  it  is  converted  into  a  grey- 
iih  powder,  which  fhows  no  globu¬ 
lar  appearance  to  the  bed:  microfcope ; 
and  by  this  procefs  it  feems  to  havd 
undergone  a  degree  of  calcination, 
and  from  being  an  innocent,  and  a 
fafe,  nay,  even  an  inadive  fubdance 
in  its  globular  form,  it  has  now  be¬ 
come  one  of  the  mod  adive  prepar¬ 
ations  which  we  can  employ. 

Dr.  Boerhaave  bedowed  a  great 
deal  of  attention,  in  the  preparation  of 
this  powder ;  he  inclofed  a  quantity 
of  Mercury  in  a  phial,  which  he  tied 
to  the  fail  of  a  wdnd-mill  j  and  not- 
withdanding  a  condant  agitation  for' 

fourteen 
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fourteen  years,  he  was  not  able  to 
procure  any  confiderable  quantity  of 
it :  the  caufe  of  the  failure  was  his 
not  giving  an  inteftine  motion  to  the 
particles  of  the  fluid  3  it  was  a  regular, 
uniform,  and  entire  motion  to  the 
whole,  and  that  in  contadt  with  a 
fmooth  furface. 

I  inclofed  a  pound  of  quickfilver 
in  an  iron  box,  with  a  quantity  of 
iron  nails,  and  a  fmall  quantity  of 
water  3  I  fixed  the  box  to  the  wheel 
of  a  carriage,  and  during  a  journey 
of  four  hundred  miles,  I  obtained 
two  ounces  of  this  greyifh  powder  3 
I  feparated  a  fmall  quantity  every  day 
by  the  affiftance  of  the  water,  and 
added  frefh  water  for  a  new  fepara- 
tion  *. 

When  I  confidered  that  the  Mer¬ 
cury  in  its  crude  ilate  might  be 

*  It  is  here  to  be  obferved,  that  as  Mercury 
admits  of  no  union  with  iron,  a  proper  utenfil 
of  that  metal  was  the  fitteft  for  the  purpofc^ 

taken 
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taken  internally  in  large  quantities 
without  its  producing  any  fenfiblc 
operation  j  it  feemed  to  me  impro¬ 
bable  that  the  minute  divifion  of  its 
parts,  independent  of  any  other 
change,  could  render  it  fo  adive,  as 
from  experience  we  find  it  to  be  when 
triturated  with  vifcid  fubfiances  or 
dry  powders.  I  therefore  was  led 
to  enquire  into  thefe  changes,  which 
it  was  probable  it  underwent  by 
triture,  and  for  that  purpofe  inftitut- 
ed  the  following  experiments : 

I  triturated  of  Mercury  with 
3iv.  of  gum  arabic,  in  the  ftate  of 
mucilage,  till  the  whole  acquired  the 
colour  of  our  mercurial  ointment. 

I  diluted  them  with  eight. ounces 
of  water,  in  confequence  of  which,  a 
large  quantity  of  mercurial  globules, 
finely  divided,  immediately  precipi¬ 
tated  to  the  bottom  :  thefe  I  feparat- 
ed,  and  being  allowed  to  ftand  till 
I  dry. 


\ 
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dry,  they  run  into  one  entire  globu- 
lar.form,  weighing  jj.  and  gr.  xlv. 

The  foiution  flill  continued  im- 
,  pregnated,  and  afforded  a  ftrong  mer¬ 
curial  tafte,  and  whitened  gold  ;  after 
it  had  flood  for  feme  time  it  depofit- 
cd  a  greyifli  powder,  weighing  gr.  xij. 
which  was  not  of  a  globular  form,  as 
far  as  I  could  determine  from  the 
microfeope;  and  when  the  liquor  was 
filtrated,  it  no  longer  tafled  mercu¬ 
rial,  nor  did  it  tinge  gold. 

From  this  experiment  it  appears, 
that  during  the  triture  with  the  gum 
arabic,  about  twelve  grains  of  this 
greyifia  powder  was  produced ;  that 
the  impregnation  and  mercurial  tafte 
was  owing  to  its  minute  diffufion  in 
the  fluid ;  that  however,  no  true  fo¬ 
iution  had  taken  places  for,  by  the 
affiflance  of  the  filtre,  the  Mercury 
was  entirely  feparated. 


G 
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I  fufpe^led  likewife  that  the 
change  of  colour  obtained  by  tritu¬ 
rating  Mercury  with  other  fubftan- 
ces,  was  entirely  owing  to  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  this  powder  produced,  and  to 
its  minute  diffulion,  I  therefore 
diffufed  gr.  xij.  of  this  powder  in 
four  drachms  of  mucilage  of  gum 
arabic,  and  obtained  a  colour  much 
the  fame  with  what  was  produced 
from  the  triturating  of  Mercury 
with  the  four  of  gurn  arabic,  agree- 
able  to  the  experiment  already  related. 

I  found  from  fimilar  experiments, 
that  Mercury  fuffered  the  fame  change 
in  honey,  and  gum  tragacanth ;  and 
in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  tri¬ 
ture  employed,  the  preparation  was 
the  more  adtive  i  and  the  quantity 
of  crude  Mercury  recovered,  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  depofition,  was  the  lefs. 

From  thefe  experiments  I  -was 
fufficiently  authorizedi  by  analogy  to 
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fuppofe,  ■  that  Mercury,  when  tritu¬ 
rated  with  axunge,  and  with  turpen¬ 
tines  and  other  oily  fubftances,  in  the 
form  of  mercurial  ointment,  &c.  un¬ 
derwent  the  fame  change ;  but  I 
found  great  difficulty  in  recovering 

the  crude  Mercury  from  thefe,  and 

* 

feparating  or  waffiing  off  the  powdry, 
calcined,  or  colouring  part :  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  chiefly  arofe  from  the  whole 
not  admitting  of  any  union  with  wa¬ 
ter,  fo  as  to  be  properly  diluted  to 
favour  the  reparation. 

However,  by  preparing  a  foap 
with  mercurial  ointment,  I  was  able 
to  feparate  the  oily  part  by  means  of 
an  alkaline  fait,  and  then  the  folu- 
bility  of  foap  in  water  afforded  me  a 
means  of  recovering  the  crude  xVler- 
cury,  though  by  the  intricacy  of  the 
procefs  I  could  not  obtain  fuch  an 
entire  feparation  as  to  amount  to  an 
accurate  experiment. 

G  2 


Mercury 
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Mercury  is  not  fo  readily  divided 
and  converted  into  its  femi-calcined 
ftate  by  triture  *  with  dry  powders, 
though  there  are  feveral  preparations 
in  the  fhops  of  this  kind,  as  the  mer¬ 
curius  alkalifatus,  facharatus,.  &c. 

I  took  an  ounce  of  mercurius  al¬ 
kalifatus,  in  which  there  were  three 
drachms  of  Mercury,  and  added  a 
quantity  of  vinegar  to  it,  fo  as  to 
didblve  the  calcarious  part,  and  1  re¬ 
covered  all  the  Mercury,  except  five 
grains.  Another  proof  that  Mercury, 
during  a  long  triture  with  an  earthy 
body,  does  not  fuffer  this  change  in 
any  great  degree,  is  the  colour  being 
little  altered,  and  the  medicine  be¬ 
ing  very  mild  and  gentle  in  its  ope- 

*  The  change  which  Mercury  undergoes  by 
triture  feems  to  be  the  lofs  of  a  fmall  quantity 
of  its  Phlogiilon,  which  it  readily  recovers 
again  by  heat  and  the  contaft  of  inflammable 
matter. 


ration. 
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ration,  fo  as  to  difappoint  us  fre¬ 
quently  in  its  effedls. 

Thefe  experiments  fufficiently 
■prove,  that  Mercury  undergoes  this 
change  by  triture,  in  a  fimilar  man¬ 
ner,  though  in  a  different  degree,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  nature  of  the  fubflance 
employed  i  and  that  the  colour  pro¬ 
duced  depends  on  the  quantity  of 
Mercury  converted  into  this  ftate,  i.  e. 
on  the  degree  of  triture  ufed. 

I  was  now  defirous  of  knowing- 
how  far  the  medical  virtues  redded  in 
this  powder;  becaufe,  if  I  ihould  find 
that  to  be  the  cafe,  I  could  obviate 
the  inconveniencies  arifing  from  the 
pr'efent  mode  of  exhibiting  Mercury 
as  diffufed  in  different  bodies,  and 
which  depend  '  on  the  uncertainty 
of  the  effedls,  from  the  unequal  de¬ 
gree  of  triturS^employed. 

The  different  means  hitherto  em¬ 
ployed  for  converting  Mercury  into 

G  3  this 
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this  ftate  of  adivity,.  being  tediom 
and  expenfive,  I  beftowed  fome  at¬ 
tention  in  confidering  how  I  might 
produce  the  fame  change  by  an  eafier 
operation.  However,  I  firft  afcer- 
tained  the  properties  of  this  powder, 
that  I  might  be  enabled  to  make 
comparative  tryals  of  it  with  others. 
In  the  firft  place  it  retains  the  power 
of  adting  on  gold,  of  giving  it  the 
colour  of  .  filver,  and  this  power  it 
lofes  when  united  either  with  fulphur 
or  acids :  it  is  converted  by  a  fmall 
degree  of  heat  into  a  powder  of  the 
fame  colour  with  the  mercurius  cal- 
cinatus  finely  levigated.  As  mercury 
is  rendered  fo  adive  by  the  addition 
of  acids,  and  has  its  phlogifton  on 
which  its  globular  form  depends, 
detached  by  thefe,  I  did  not  doubt, 
but  by  fuch  means  as  would  entirely 
feparate  the  acid  and  preferve  the 
calcined  ftate  of  the  Mercury,  I  could 

produce 
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produce  a  preparation  which  on  chy- 

inical  tryal  would  in  every  refpeft 

be  found  the  fame  with  the  greyiili 

powder  obtained  by  triture,  and  which 

» 

would  produce  the  fame  effedls  in 

m 

the  pradlice  of  phyfic. 

For  this  purpofe  I  chofe  to  have 
recourfe  to  calomel,  as  being  that 
preparation  in  which  the  acid  is  in 
the  fmalleft  proportion,  and  where 
the  Mercury  is  the  leaft  deprived  of 
its  phlogifton,  and  where  a  lefs  inti¬ 
mate  combination  takes  place  than  in 
corrofive  fublimate,  though  the  fame 
acid  be  employed.  I  added  to  jij 
of  calomel  jij  of  vol.  alkali  j  the  ca¬ 
lomel  was  immediately  changed  into 
a  dark  grcyifli  colour  j  I  walhed  this 
powder  wdth  pure  water,  and  on 
weighing  it,  found  it  had  loft  gr. 
xij  j  on  examining  the  vol.  alkali, 
I  found  it  changed  into  an  am- 
moniacal  fait,  formed  by  the  acid  of 
the  calomel :  this  precipitate  when 

G  4  applied 
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applied  to  gold  produced  the  fame 
effed:  as  the  powder  obtained  by  tri¬ 
ture,  and  when  applied  to  the  fame 
degree  of  heat  was  converted  into 
the  fame  appearance  ;  and  itlofi  thefe 
properties  on  the  application  of  an  acid 
of  any  kind. — The  fame  effeds  near¬ 
ly  happened  on  adding  the  fixed 
alkali,  or  lime  wa:er,  to  calomel. 
From  every  view  of  the  fubjed,  I 
was  led  to  believe,  that  Mercury  both 
by  triture  and  by  precipitation  from 
calomel  had  undergone  a  fimilar 
change.  ^And  as  the  calcination  of 
Mercury  by  fire  into  the  fiate  of 
mercurius  calcinatus,  is  an  expenfive 
and  tedious  procefs,  and  as,  from 
trial,  I  had  found  that  preparation 
an  efficacious  medicine,  I  did  not 
doubt,  as  this  powder  feemed  to  be 
produced  by  a  lefs  degree  of  calcina¬ 
tion,  that  by  committing  it  to  proper 
vefiels,  and  applying  a  necefiTary  degree 

of 
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cf  heat,  I  could  obtain  a  mercurius 
ealcinatus  in  a  much  ihorter  time 

I  there- 

4 

^  The  black,  or  grey  powder  of  Mercury, 
obtained  by  triture,  v/hen  expofed  to  a  confi- 
derable  degree  of  heat  in  clofe  veflels,  is  re¬ 
duced  to  its  former  ftate  of  quickfilver  ;  as  is 
likewife  the  mercurius  ealcinatus  per fe.  If 
Mercury  be  detained  for  feveral  months  in 
clofe  veflels,  in  the  heat  of  180  degrees,  a 
part  of  it  is  converted  into  a  powder  of  the 
fame  kind  with  that  obtained  by  triture  :  and 
if  this  heat  be  increafed,  and  continued  for 
eight  or  ten  days,  that  black  powder  becomes 
mercurius  ealcinatus  per  fe. 

Dr.  Boerhaave  expofed  Mercury  to  the 
heat  of  ICO  degrees  of  Fahrenheit’s  ther¬ 
mometer  for  fifteen  years  and  a  half,  during 
which  time  it  underwent  no  change  ;  but  a 
very  fmall  quantity  of  the  greyifh  powder  was 
produced  on  its  furface,  which,  by  triture 
alone,  returned  to  the  flate  of  quickfilver. 

Such  is  the  indiftruftible  nature  of  quick- 
filver,  or  its  refiftance  to  any  permanent 
change,  that  after  diftilling  it  five  hundred 
and  eleven  times,  it  was  not  altered  in  its  na¬ 
ture,  —  And  that  either  an  increafe  of  beat, 

G  s  or 
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I  therefore  took  of  the  precipitate 
from  calomel,  and  put  it  into  a  fand 
heat  in  a  fmall  phial  for  eight  days, 
and  found  it  turned  into  a  reddilh 
powder,  in  every  refpe£l  the  fame 
with  the  mercurius  calcinatus,  finely- 
levigated  j  I  prefcribed  it  in  medi¬ 
cine  in  the  ufual  dofes,  and  perceived 
fimilar  effeds  from  it,  as  from  the 
mercurius  calcinatus  made  in  the 
common  way, 

or  even  triture  alone,  is  fufficient  to  reduce 
either  the  black  powder,  or  mercurius  cal- 
ciiiatus,  to  their  (late  of  quickfilver. 

The  precipitate  obtained  from  calomel,  is 
reducible'  by  triture,  or  an  application  of  a- 
confiderable  degree  of  heat  in  clofe  veflels  5 
and  by  the  continuation  of  a  more  moderate 
degree,  is  converted  into  a  mercurius  calcina¬ 
tus  per  fe. 

As  it  appears  from  the  analyfis  of  Keiser’s 
pills,  as  mentioned  by  Dr.  Astruc,  that  they 
are  a  combination  of  vegetable  acid,  or  vine¬ 
gar  with  Mercury,.  efFedted  by  triture ;  they 
may  eafily  be  prepared,  by  adding  that  acid  to 
the  precipitate  from  calomel,  which  it  readily 

corrodes, 
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If  I  am  right  in  my  general  doc¬ 
trine,  that  the  adlivity  of  Mercury 
by  triture  depends  on  the  quantity 
of  it  converted  into  this  calcined 
flate;  it  fuggefts  a  ready  method 
of  preparing  this  powder  from  calo¬ 
mel  at  a  frnall  expence,  which,  when 
diifufed  in  gum  arabic,  v/ould  give  a 
more  fleady  preparation  than  the  fo- 
lution  of  Mr.  Plenck;  or  when 
diffufed  in  axunge,  would  afford  a 
mercurial  ointment  which  might 
eafily  be  prepared,  and  by  the  ufe 
of  which,  I  could  accurately  afcer- 
tain  the  real  quantity  of  Mercury 
introduced  into  the  body. 

And  that  both  thefe  portions  are 
true,  will  appear  from  the  medical 
eflhcls  delivered  below. 

Though  Mr.  Plenck’s  chemical 
reafoning  is^  founded  on  erroneous 
principles,  yet  it  muft  be  allow- 
'ed  that  his  method  of  giving  Mer- 

G  6  cury, 
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cury,  is  attended  with  many  advan¬ 
tages  :  falivation,  though  fometimes 
produced  by  it,  is  lefs  violent,  and 
more  eafily  conquered ;  the  powers 
of  digeftion  are  not  in  any  degree 
impaired,  and  the  mod  frequent  eva¬ 
cuation  which  follows  its  ufe,  is  an 
increafe  of  urine.  The  faline  pre¬ 
parations  never  agree  with  weak  do- 
machs,  they  are-  apt  to  gripe,  they 
very  frequently  excite  a  fever,  and 
from  the  finall  quantity  of  Mercury 
which  can  be  fw'allowed  in  the  form 
of  corrofive  fublimate,  that  medir 
cine  in  general  rather  gives  a  pallia¬ 
tive  than  a  radical  cure;,  at  the 
fame  time,  it  mud  be  owned,  that 
there  is  a  neceflity  for  having  re,- 
courfe  to  fome  variety  of  prepara¬ 
tion,  becaufe  I  have  feen  fymptoms 
which  were  truly  venereal  yield  to 
one  preparation,  and  not  to  another. 
In  general  copper  fpots  oa  the  face, 

and 
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and  other  venereal  eruptions  on  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  body,  yield  rea¬ 
dily  to  corrohve  fublimate,  whofe 
operation  feems  chiefly  direded  to 
the  Ikin  j  yet  even  after  they  are  to 
all  appearance  gone,  unlefs  a  larger 
quantity  of  Mercury  is  introduced 
into  the  conflitution,  a  radical  cure 
is  not  effeded. 

I  have  known  patients,  who  have 
had  violent  fevers  excited  by  Mer- 
cury  applied  in  the  form  of  undion, 
.bear  the  corrofive  fublimate  with 
impunity}  and  I  have  known  feve- 
ral  cafes  where  inflammaterry  fymp- 
toms,  arifing  from  the  ufe  of  Mer¬ 
cury,  were  removed,,  by  drinking 
large  quantities  of  the  mucilage  of 
gum  arabic,  the  decodion.  of  barley, 
and  the  like  :  fo  that  there  feems  to 
be  an  advantage  in  combining  the 
gum  arabic  with  Mercury,  though 
not  explicable  on  Mr.  Plenck.’s 

prin- 
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principles.  An  eminent  furgeon  af- 
fures  me  that  he  can  moderate  any 
falivation  by  the  internal  ufe  of  gum 
arabic;  and  Van  Swieten  is  very 
pofitive  in  ordering  barley  -  water 
along  with  his  fublimate  corrofive.^ 

It  has  been  long  admitted  as  a 
fail  by  phyficians,  that  when  Mer¬ 
cury  is  triturated  with  fulphur  in  the 
form  of  iEthiops  mineral,  it  is  in  a 
great  meafure  deprived  of  its  power 
of  ading.:  and  after  I  was  entirely 
fatisfied,  from  a  variety  of  trials  on 
the  human  fubjed,  of  the  accuracy 
of  this  obfervation,  I  propofed  tO' 
make  a  chemical  enquiry  into  the 
flate  of  the  cafe.  After  triturating  one 
part  of  Mercury  with  two  of  fulphur,. 
into  the  form  of  an  iEthiops,  I  could 

«L 

obtain  no  feparation  of  it  from  the 
fulphur,,  but  by  having  recourfe  to 
the  application  of  a  third  body,  with 
which  the  fulphur  had  a  fuperior  de¬ 
gree- 
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gree  of  attraftion,  fuch  as  alkaline’ 
faks,  calcareous  earth,  iron  and  fome 
other  metals j  the  Mercury  by  a  fhort 
triture  loft  its  globular  form,  and 
was  deprived  of  the, power  of  tinging, 
gold  i  all  thefe  afforded  me  fufficient 
proofs  of  the  Mercury’s  having  unit¬ 
ed  with  fulphur  by  attradion  in  the- 
way  of  chemical  mixture,  by  which 
its  power  of  ading  is  diminilhed  :: 
in  the  fame  manner  when  an  acid  is 
united  with  an  alkali  in  the  form 
of  a  neutral  fait,  its  properties  as  an 
acid  are  deftroyed,  it  can  only  be  fe- 
parated  from  the  alkali  by  eledive. 
attradion,  and  a  tertium  quid  (in  the 
language  of  chemiftry)  is  produced.. 
A  certain  degree  of  faturation  takes- 
place  in  the  combination  of  fulphur 
with  Mercury;  for  if  more  Mercury 
be  employed  than  faturates  the  ful¬ 
phur,  the  remaining  quantity  will  be 

diffufed  in  the  aethiops  as  an  aggre¬ 
gate 
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gate  body,  and  afford  a  combination' 
of  real  efficacy. 

I  have  frequently  prefcribed  ful- 
phur  to  moderate  a  falivation,  but 
with  very  little  effecft  j  it  can  hardly 
be  expedled  that  the  fame  chemi¬ 
cal  combination  will  take  place  in 
the  human  body,  as  by  triture  may 
be  effeded  out  of  the  body.  I  ffiall 
not  at  prefent  make  any  obfervations 
on  the  other  preparations  of  Mercury, 
referving  thefe  for  a  future  occafion ; 
but  will  fubjoin  a  few  cafes,  which 
have  come  under  my  own  obferva- 
tion  j  and  fuch  others  as  have  been 
communicated  to  me  by  my  friends, 
have  tended  to  conform,  me  in  my 
opinion  of  the  advantages  arifing  from 
this  perparation.. 


CASE  I. 

A  married  lady  (whofe  hufband 
had  been  frequently  affeded  with 
3  vene- 


vene 


[  l6,  ] 

venereal  fymptoms)  complained  of 
pains  in  her  bones,  more  efpecially, 
in  thofe  of  her  arms  and  legs,  and 
chiefly  feated  in  their  middle  j  they 
were  always  increafed  by  the  heat  of 
the  bed :  copper-colour’d  fpots  appear¬ 
ed  in  different  parts  of  her  body,  more 
efpecially,  hov/ever,  on  her  forehead 
and  arms,  and  a  large  node  was  very 
perceptible  on  the  tibia :  without 
giving  the  difeafe  a  name,  either  to 
the  hufband  or  the  lady,  I  proceeded 
on  the  fuppofition  of  its  being  ve¬ 
nereal. 

I  ordered  her  to  take  Mr.PiENCK’s 
folution,  by  uflng,  however,  double 
the  proportion  of  gum  arabic  which 
he  prefcribes  3  and  after  the  ufe  of 
tjvo  fpoonfuls  of  it  morning  and  even¬ 
ing  for  the  fpace  of  a  fortnight,  the 
pains  entirely  left  her;  the  fpots  and 
the  node  flill  continued ;  the  former 
however  was  more  obfcure,  and  the 
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latter  more  moveable ;  1  rubbed  a 
fmall  quantity  of  mercurial  oint- 
■  ment  on  the  node^  and  by  the  inter¬ 
nal  ufe  of  the  mezereon,  and  the 
gummy  mercurial  folution,  in  the 
fpace  of  a  month  every  fymptom 
difappeared. 

Notwithftanding  this  lady  being 
of  an  irritable  habit,  and  fubjeft  to^ 
flatulent  and  fpafmodical  complaints 
in  her  flomach,  her  appetite,  during 
the  ufe  of  this  medicine,  was  con- 
fiderably  increafed,  and  the  only 
fenfible  evacuation  it  produced  was 
by  urine. 


CASE  ir. 

A  young  gentleman,  without  a 
preceding  gonorrhoea,  was  affected 
with  fhankers  on  the  prepuce  and 
glans,  and  had  a  bubo  in  his  groin> 
much '  indamed,,  and  advancing  fall 

to 
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to  a  ftate  of  fuppuration  y  he  applied 
to  a‘  furgeon,  who  fuggefted  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  promoting  the  fuppuration, 
'  as  the  only  poffible  means  of  evacuat¬ 
ing  the  venereal  virus  j  accordingly 
he  confined  the  patient  in  a  warm 
•room,  allowed  him  to  indulge  freely 
in  a  full  diet,  and  he  had  recourfc 
to  mercurial  undion  :  the  gentle¬ 
man  being  feized  with  a  fever,  I  was 
fent  for,  and  he  communicated  to  me 
his  venereal  complaints.  His  pulfe 
■was  quick  and  hard ;  he  complained 
of  pain  in  his  back,  head-ach,  third, 
and  other  fuch  fymptoms  as  I  had 
frequently  feen  arife  from  a  mercu¬ 
rial  courfe  conduded  on  the  plan 
here  prcfcribed* 

I  ordered  him  to  be  blooded 
ad  |xij.  to  omit  his  undion,  to 
drink  large  quantities  of  a  folution 
of  gum  arabic  in  water,  and  like- 
wife  ordered  him  a  purging  mix¬ 
tura 
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ture  of  foluble  tartar  and  manna; 
his  fever  left  him  next  day,  but  the 
fize  and  inflammation  of  bis  bubo 
flill  continued;  and  was  fuch,  that 
Ire  could  not  walk.  I  was  deflrous 
of  refolving  this  tumor,  if  poffible, 
from  having  very  often  feen  ulcerat¬ 
ed  bubos  fuppurate  unkindly,  though 
opened  by  and  under  the  direftioa 
of  the  mofl;  fkiltul  furgeons.  I  or¬ 
dered  three  leeches  to  be  applied  on 
the  part,  by  which  means  a  conii- 
derable  quantity  of  blood  was  ob¬ 
tained,  the  throbbing  pain  and  ten- 
lion  much  abated  j  I  omitted  the 
ufe  of  the  Mercury  for  a  few  days., 
becaufe  I  fufpeded  that  it  had  con¬ 
tributed  to  bring  on  the  former  in¬ 
flammatory  fymptoms,  which  would 
have  accelerated  the  fuppuration.  I 
then  had  recourfe  to  Mr.  Plenck’s 
medicine,  with  an  antl-phlogiflic  re¬ 
gimen;  I  allowed  the  patient  to  walk 

out  ^ 
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out  j  I  defired  that  he  might  keep 
himfelf  perfedlly  cool ;  and  by  pur- 
fuing  this  plan  for  a  fortnight,  he 
became  perfedly  well,  and  the  tu¬ 
mor  difappeared.  I  ordered  the 
flaankers  to  be  dreffed  with  an  oint¬ 
ment  prepared  of  two  parts  of  un-. 
guentum  fimplex,  to  one  of  calomel, 
and  they  were  readily  healed. 

I  have,  in  a  variety  of  other  cafes, 
found  this  ointment  the  moft  effica¬ 
cious  of  any ;  it  will  frequently  heal 
(hankers,  though  the  venereal  vir¬ 
us  be  dill  in  the  conftitution,  but 
wc  are,  by  no  means,  to  trud  to  it 
alone  in  fuch  cafes. 

CASE  ni. 

A  gentleman,  who  had  fubmitted 
to  repeated  falivations  for  a  fmall  ul¬ 
cer  on  the  uvula,  which  he  fufped- 
ed  to  be  venerea!,  applied  to  me  for 

farther 
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farther  advice.  Upon  enquiry'  I 
found  that  fome  months  before,  he 
had  fhankers,  which  gave  way  readily 
to  an  external  application  which  he 
had  got  from  a  quack,  and  he  there¬ 
fore  negledled  the  internal  ufe  of 

O  / 

proper  mercurials  for  the  purpofc  of 
a  radical  cure. 

He  was  of  a  delicate  and  irritable 
■conftitution,  and  half  an  ounce  of 
mercurial  ointment  v/as  generally  fuf- 
ficient  to  produce  a  falivation  j  dur¬ 
ing  the  falivation  he  w'as  fubjecfi;  to  a 
diarrhcea,  for  which  his  furgeon  had 
ordered  him  opiates ;  his  mouth  and 
fauces,  were  always  confiderably  in¬ 
flamed,  and  fmall  ulcers  appeared  on 
his  lips  and  neighbouring  parts, 
which  were,  however,  only  the  ef- 
fedls  of  the  Mercury ;  the  original 
ulcer  ftiil  continued  in  the  fame  flate. 
When  I  faw  him  he  was  fo  emaciat¬ 
ed,  that  I  did  not  think  it  proper  to 

3  put 
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put  him  immediately  on  a  mercurial 
courfe,  though  I  was  convinced  that 
Mercury  was  the  only  medicine 
which  could  cure  him. 

I  therefore  omitted  his  mercurials  for 
a  week,  encouraged  his  living  on  a  full 
diet,  and  recommended  exercife  in  a 
chariot.  After  he  had  acquired  fome 
flrength  by  thefe  means,  I  preferibe'd 
Mr.  Plenck’s  folution,  which  in 
the  fpace  of  a  few  days  began  to  affed: 
his  mouth  ;  I  then  omitted  it,  and 
ordered  him  to  drink  freely  of  a  fo¬ 
lution  of  gum  arabic,  till  the  mer¬ 
curial  tafle  and  fpitting  were  gone  : 
I  returned  him  to  the  ule  of  Mr. 
Plenck’s  medicine,  and  allowed 
him  to  go  abroad  in  the  open  air, 
advifing  him  not  to  keep  his  throat 
warmer  than  in  health  ;  he  then  per- 
,  ceived  no  falivating  effeds  from  it, 
and  in  the  fpace  of  a  fortnight  was 
entirely  cured. 

There 
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There  is  nothing  tends  to  promote 
falivation  fo  much  as  warmth,  efpe- 
cially  the  wearing  of  flannels  about 
the  throat;  and  as  Mr.  Plenck,Van 
SwiETEN,  and  many  others  have 
fufliciently  explained  the  many  in- 
conveniencies  ariflng;  from  that  eva- 
cuation ;  and  that  it  conflantly.  re¬ 
tards  a  cure ;  I  endeavour  on  every 
occafion  to  avoid  it. 

A  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance 
was  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Keiser 
at  Paris,  for  the  cure  of  the  lues 
venerea ;  he  confined  himfelf  to  the 
houfe,  and  encouraged  warmth,  e- 
fpecially  about  his  throat ;  he  lived 
on  a  low  diet,  and  a  falivation  was 
about  to  come  on,  which,  however, 
was  prevented  by  Mr.KEiSER’s  ad- 
vifing  him  to  lay  afide  his  flannels,  to 
walk  abroad,  and  to  live  as  ufual. 


The 


The  following  cafes  were  commii- 
nicated  to  me  by  a  Phyfician  : 

A  gentleman  applied  to  me  with 
ulcers  in  his  throat,  a  difficulty  of 
fwallowing,  and  a  fwelling  of  the 
glands  of  his  neck,  which  I  fufpedted 
to  be  venereal  from  his  having  a  go¬ 
norrhoea,  attended  with  a  very  virulent 
difchargc  j  the  in^guinat  glands  were 
confiderably  enlarged  and  painful. 

I  began,  by  giving  him  two 
fpoonfuls  of  the  arabic  folution  morn¬ 
ing  and  evening;  it  neither  griped 
him  or  made  him  tick;  and  though 
he  could  not  perceive  any  fenlible 
evacuation  from  it,  in  two  days  the 
forenefs  of  his  throat,  and  difficulty  of 
fwallowing,  were  confiderably  re¬ 
lieved  ;  in  the  fpace  of  three  weeks- 

i 

all  his  complaints  left  him. 

'  '  r- 

A  delicate  young  married  lady, 
complained  ©f  dying  pains  in  her 

K  bonesy 
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Bones,  which  were  cvidentTy  worfe 
during  the  night-timej  eruptions 
alfo  appeared  in*  different  parts  of  her 
Body,  for  which  file  had  taken  a  va¬ 
riety  of  medicines,  by  the  advice  of 
an  apothecary,  without  receiving  any 
Benefit ;  they  were  now  Become  large- 
Blotches,  of  a  copper  Golourcd  ap¬ 
pearance,  and  the  pains  were  more 
fixed,  efpecially  in  her  forehead^ 
where  there  was  a  lump  or  fwelling, 
which  feemed  to  be  a-  thickening  of 
the  perioffeum. 

I  communicated  to  the  Bufband 
my  fufpicions  of  its  Being  venereal,, 
reminding  him,  however,  that  he  was* 
under  m-y  cure  for  a  venereal  com¬ 
plaint  in  his  mouth,  immediately 
before  his  marriage;:  and  as  there  was 
BO  reafon  to  fufpedl  the  virtue  of  his- 
wife,  that  accountedfor  the  infe€lion.. 
He  was  defirous  of  the  cure  being; 
kept  aa  entire  fecret  from  his  wife  ^ 

and* 
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and  I  therefore  prefcribed  Mr-., 
Plenck’s  medicine,  and  the  began 
with  a  fpoonfnl  of  it  morning  and 
evening,  which  I  foon  increafed  to  two. 
fpoonfuls,  and  ordered  her  to  rub  tho 
pained  and  tumified  part  on  her  fore-» 
head,  with  an  ointment  of  pomate, 
camphor,  and  calomel,  and  to  touch 
the  copper-colour’d  fpots  with  it  when 
fhe  went  to  bed.  It  was  furprizing 
to  obferve  the  fudden  good  efFe<fls  j 
the  very  firft  dofe  feemed  to  relieve 
her;  tire  daily  recovered  her  fpirits* 
her  complexion,  and  even  her  appe-» 
tite  i  file  fuffered  no  confinement,; 
nor  did  the  medicine  ever  affedl  hen 
mouth  j  in  about  fix  weeks  fire  was 
entirely  cured. 

There  is  no  internal  n^ercurial  fo 
well  adapted  for  the  cure  of  the  go¬ 
norrhoea  as  this  i  and,  where  injec¬ 
tions  are  employed,  its  internal  ufQ 
ihould  confiantly  accompany  them  j 

H  2  it 


f  172  I 

it  very  efFe(5tually  abates  the  ardor 
tirinffi,  which  it  does  partly  from 
its  acting  as  a  mercurial  without  in¬ 
ducing  inflammation,  and  partly  from 
the  gum  arabie  accompanying  it.  , 
From  thefe  and  a  variety  of  other 
inftances  which  I  could  mention,  I 
was  fufiiciently  convinced  of  the. ef¬ 
ficacy  of  this  preparation  of  Mr, 
Flenck’s,  and  that  it  had.  e.yeh  .ad- 
vantages  over  mofl:  others.  How¬ 
ever,  I  confidered  it  as  ftill  fubjeCt 
to  the  inconveniency  of  being  un¬ 
equally  prepared  at  different  times,, 
from  the  impoffibility  of  afcertaining 
the  degree  of  triture  employed,  on 
which  its  efficacy  fo  much  depended, 
I  therefore  had  recourfe  to  the  pre¬ 
cipitate  from  calomel,  after  finding, 
out,  by  e-vperiment,  that  it  was-  the 
fame  in  every  refpeCl  with  the  grey- 
ifla  powder  obtained  by  triture,,  on 
which  the  medical  virtues  of  Mr, 

PlenckCs 
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Plenck’s  medicinje  and  all  mercurial 

<  -i- 

preparations  diffufed  in  dry  powders 
or  vifcid  fubftances  feem  to  depend, 
By^  having  fuch  a  powder,  which 
might  at'pleafure  be  mixed  with  gum 
arabie  or'honey,  for  an  internal  medi¬ 
cine,  or  in  axunge  for  an  ointment  j 
the  dofe  of  the  mercury  could  be  rea¬ 
dily  afcertained  •,  and  fuch  variety  as 
would  then^arife  in  its  adlion,  could 
only  proceed  from  a  difference  of  con- 
flitution  in  the  patient,  or  of  fymp- 
toms  in  the  difeafe. 

As  two  drachms  of  Mercury,  bj 
a  long  triture,  yielded  gr,  xij.  of  this 
powder,  and  as  I  generally  dirccfled  a 
patient  to  take  that  quantity  of  Mr. 
Plenck’s  medicine  in  the  fpace  of 
four  or  five  days,  I  regulated  the  dofe 
of  this  powder,  in  much  the  fame 
manner,  and  diffufed  gr.  xij.  of  it  in 
a. mucilage  confifting  of  ^ij  of  honey, 
and  two  of  gum  arabie ;  which  being 

diluted 
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diluted  in  the  ^me  manner  as  that  of 
Mr.  Plenck’s,  was  taken  in  the  fpace 
of  four  days ;  fo  that  the  patient  took 
gr.  iij.  of  this  powder  in  a  day;  and'in 
a  variety  of  venereal  complaints  I 
found  it  in  every  refpe<ft  as  efficaci¬ 
ous  as  Mr.  Plenck’s  folution  confin¬ 
ing  of  two  drachms  of  crude  Mer¬ 
cury. 

This  preparation  from  calomel  is 
infinitely  more  active  and  foluble 
than  moft  others :  on  taking  the  final- 
left  quantity  into  the  mouth  the  braf- 
fy  tafte  is  immediately  diffufed;  and 
if  gr.  iiij.  is  taken  for  a  dofe  without 
dilution,  it  occafions  ficknefs  at  the, 
ftomach,  and  fometimes  purges. 

It  produces  the  moft  immediate 
effeds  on  the  conftitution,  it  con¬ 
quers  the  venereal  virus  in  the 
moft  remote  parts  of  our  fyftem,  and 
no  confinement  is  necefTary  during  its 
ufe. 
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By  taking  half  a  drachm  of  this; 
powder,  and  difFufing  it  in  an  onnce 
of  axunge,  a  ftrong  mercurial  oint¬ 
ment  is  prepared,  whlch-falivates  rea¬ 
dily,  and  proves  equally  adtive  with 
the  fame  quantity  of  mercurial  oint¬ 
ment  made  by  ufing  ^fs  of  quick  fil- 
ver 

From  thefe  experiments  and  ob- 
fervations  it  appears,  that  the  mofb 
fafe  and  efficacious  way  of  giving; 
Mercury  internally,  is  by  diffuling  it 
in  gum  arabic,  honey,  or  other  vifcid 
fubflances that  its  adlion  then  de¬ 
pends  on  the  quantity  of  triture  which 
has  been  employed,  by  which  a 
greater  or  iefs  quantity  of  it  under¬ 
goes  a  change,  which  feems  to  be  a 
degree  of  calcination  i  it  is  likewife: 

^  Since  the  publicattbn  of  the  Second  Edltioa^ 
©f  this  Appendix,  I  have  recommended  Mer- 
curial  ointment  in  the  proportion  of  of  this 
Powder  to  one  ounce  of  axunge. 


[  176  ] 

proved,  that  Mercury  may  he  made 
to  undergo  this  change  by  an  eafier 
and  lefs  tedious  procefsi  as  above  de- 
fcribed ;  and  that  the  powder  thus  ob¬ 
tained,  vvill,  when  diffufed  with  gum 
arabic  or  oily  fubftances,  afford  us 
preparations  more  fteady  and  uniform 
in  their  effeds.  I  would  therefore  re¬ 
commend  it  to  furgeons  and  apothe¬ 
caries  to  keep  this  powder  prepared 
in  the  (hops,  fo  that  it  may  be  made 
up  with  gum  arabic  and  honey  into 
the  form  of  pills  or  draughts,  or  with 
axunge  into  the  form  of  an  ointment,, 
to  be  ufed  occalionally 

*  As  all  metallic  prascepitates  are  difficultljr 
fiifpended  in  a  fluid,  it  is  probably  better  to- 
prefcribe  this  powder  in  the  form  of  a  pill  or 
bolus» 
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